Ten Commandments Monument
Restored at State Capitol

A Ten Commandments monument donated to Kentucky decades ago
has been restored as a permanent fixture at the state Capitol
grounds, First Liberty, a faith-based non-profit legal group
reports.

The return of the granite monument to the Monument Park in
Frankfort, Kentucky, comes after the passage of House Joint
Resolution 15 (HJR-15) earlier this year, which directed the
monument’s return to public display.

The Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 3423 donated the monument
to the Commonwealth in 1971, but it was moved to a storage
unit in the 1980s due to surrounding construction.
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Its return was previously blocked by a court order based on
the now-defunct “Lemon test,” Liberty Counsel explained in a
press statement. Courts previously used the Lemon test as a
way to determine if laws or practices violated the First
Amendment clause that protects religious freedom while also
prohibiting the government from establishing religion.

First Liberty represented the Fraternal Order of Eagles in the
legal battle to get the monument restored. According to the
legal group, the U.S. Supreme Court first rejected the Lemon
test in 2019 and later in 2022 “abrogated Lemon entirely and
mandated that the Establishment Clause be understood and
applied by original meaning, history, and tradition.”

“We congratulate the people of Kentucky for restoring a part
of their history,” said Roger Byron, Senior Counsel for First
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Liberty Institute. “There 1s a long tradition of public
monuments 1like this one that recognize the unique and
important role the Ten Commandments have played in state and
national history. The people of Kentucky can now enjoy their
monument whenever they visit their Capitol.”

If you would like to read the full story, you can visit our
content partners at CBN News.
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