Syria vs. Israel: ‘Land for
Peace’ or ‘Land for War?'’

From 1948 to 1967, the Syrians regularly fired artillery
shells from their dominant positions on the Golan Heights down
at Israeli border communities and Fatah used the territory to
launch terrorist raids into Israel, until Israel captured it
in 1967.

But since the US-brokered talks between Israel and Syria began
in 1999, peaceniks have posited that a full withdrawal by
Israel from the strategic plateau in exchange for peace with
Syria involved a risk worth taking. Their rationale was
that—in an era dominated more by aerial threats (jets and
missiles) than terrestrial ones (soldiers and tanks)-the
territory was no longer vital to Israeli security and could be
traded for a double boon: peace with Syria and elimination of
Iran’s greatest strategic ally.

But current events show how mistaken this thinking was. No
Israeli territorial concession is needed for Iran to lose its
only Arab ally; the Syrian civil war will ultimately
accomplish that. Basher Assad’s regime will eventually fall
because the daily slaughter of one’s own people (with over
90,000 dead) is unsustainable when each atrocity can be
instantly uploaded to the Internet.

Whoever replaces Assad will be no friend to those who armed,
funded, and prolonged his massacres: Iran and Russia. Iran and
its proxy Hezbollah have also been substantially involved in
fighting the rebels on the ground, and thus will be distanced
from post-war Syria far more than any Israeli-Syrian peace
could have separated Iran and Syria.

More importantly, the land-for-peace formula with Syria would
have transferred the strategic territory from Israel to an
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Alawite-led regime reviled by the mostly Sunni rebels who will
eventually overthrow it and 1likely disavow its
commitments—including any peace deal with Israel. Indeed, the
Syrian rebels already control much of the 200 square miles
comprising the Syrian side of the Golan Heights (where they
recently kidnapped 21 UN peacekeepers stationed there) and
have openly threatened to attack Israel next.

Israel comprises about 8,000 square miles. If those same
rebels were on the 500 square miles constituting the Israeli-
side of the plateau thanks to an earlier “peace deal,” Israel
would be that much closer to the errant projectiles of Syria’s
civil war, and that much more exposed to whatever terrorist
attacks on Israel the Syrian jihadist fighters plan after
finishing Assad. Hence, Israel’s tangible security asset
(earned with the blood of over 2,100 IDF soldiers who died in
Israel’s 1967 and 1973 wars with Syria) would have been traded
for “peace” with Assad, but land-for-war with Syrian Islamists
is what Israel may have received just a few years later.

Indeed, “land-for-war” has a compelling record. In 2000,
Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon and in 2006 was attacked
from there by Hezbollah. It was only the force of Israel’s
military response in the war that followed-rather than any
territorial concession—that prevented any subsequent cross-
border attacks by Hezbollah, although the terrorist group
still pursues murderous plots abroad, including in Europe
(which still cowers from labeling Hezbollah a terrorist
organization).

Since Israel left the Gaza Strip in 2005, Palestinian
terrorists have launched about 10,000 rockets from there at
Israeli civilians (including during Obama’s visit to Israel,
violating yet another cease-fire agreement). Since the 1993
Oslo Peace Accord requiring Israel to hand over parts of the
West Bank to the Palestinian Authority, Palestinian terrorist
attacks have killed over 1,000 Israelis.



Sometimes—as with Southern Lebanon, Gaza, or the 1938 Munich
Agreement transferring the Sudetenland to the Nazis—land-for-
peace turns out to be an illusory promise that only encourages
military aggression.
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