Survivor’s Harrowing Journey
to Escape Death Camps and
Find Jesus

Human rights groups say 36,000 North Koreans defected to South
Korea in the last two decades, including Mrs. Son, a former
official of the North Korean military. During the great North
Korea starvation in 1998, Mrs. Son served in the military, as
caretaker of supplies and later as a broadcaster of the Juche,
North Korea’s propaganda outlet.

She told CBN News, “My father was the provincial governor and
bribed the military officer with a pig so I could get in
because it was a way we can get food rations and not starve
like the rest of the country. But things got bad when my
father lost the elections. He became very sick and died. My
brother was detained and died of starvation in prison.”

In order to survive, Mrs. Son and her mother escaped to China.

“We swam across the Tuman River for two days and bribed the
North Korean soldiers and brokers in China. There we found a
Christian church who helped us,” Mrs. Son said.

After a few months, Chinese police began to trail them. Mrs.
Son shared her harrowing experience.
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“My mom noticed the police. She told me to jump out of the van
when it stopped. I took off my clothes and shoes and gave to
my mom because it was winter time and she needed to be warm.
With only my underwear on, I jumped out of the van and eight
Chinese police chased me. I was already a Christian but not
deep. But I knew it was God who protected me and instructed me
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to hide and hold onto the under bars of a truck. I got away
but my mom was taken back to North Korea. I went back to try
to find her only to find out that she suffered and died in
prison because she did not deny her Christian faith.”

Mrs. Son eventually returned to China where she married a
Chinese Christian. Several months later, she was re-captured
though this time her husband gave her money to help her
escape.

“Right before I was transferred to North Korea, I put all the
money, the paper bills in plastic bags and swallowed them so
that the soldiers will not see them. A week later, I got them
all out. I used this to bribe the soldiers and brokers to go
back to China.”
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After yet another arrest, Mrs. Son spent 400 days in a North
Korean prison under inhumane conditions where once again, she
experienced God’s help.

“The guard was my friend and he gave me rice. But it was the
worst because I had to eat insects to survive. After 400 days,
I was released.. malnourished and could barely walk. This was
when my husband used his Chinese citizenship to get me to
South Korea,” Mrs. Son recounted.

Once in South Korea, Mrs. Son joined the Seopyoung Church
where she grew in her Christian faith. She realized how God
saved her miraculously each time she was arrested.

To read the full story, visit our content partners at CBN
News.
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