Revival in Iran: ‘I Want to
Be a Christian’

When we think of Iran, blindfolded hostages, radical leaders
demanding nuclear technology, and scenes of mobs shouting
“death to America” come to mind.

But there’s another side of the country: Iranians who love
America, Israel and Jesus Christ.

CBN News Middle East Bureau Chief Chris Mitchell met and
talked with some of these Iranian believers outside of their
country in central Turkey.

Infectious Faith

When someone gets baptized in this house church, people clap
and cheer like fans at a World Cup match. While they’ve
suffered persecution and often fled for their lives, they
still possess an infectious and joyous faith, like Iranian
believer Raizal.

“Growing up I wanted to say I grew up [with] Jesus Christ,”
Raizal told CBN News. “Every time, His name was in my mind.
And the next moment I started liking Christianity.”

“It was really sweet to me, the feelings, the stories,
everything. So by the time I was 15, I believed in Him and I
said I want to be a Christian,” he said.

Many Iranian refugees have fled Iran and come here to Turkey
where they can seek refugee status with the United Nations.
Some say it’s just like coming out of the darkness.

“I[It's] totally different from Iran,” Iranian Christian Afshin
told CBN News. “I can privilege [speak about] God’s Word to
other guys. I can freely praise the Lord. I can easily go to
church. It’s completely different.”
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Pastor Saeed’s Church

Afshin attended the church led by American Pastor Saeed
Abedini.

Following his arrest in the summer of 2012, the church
disbanded. Later Afshin found himself on the run.

“As a result, I came out of Iran because day by day it was
more difficult and it was more risky for me also,” he
explained.

“I had to change our home because I was sure that one day they
would realize my home as an underground house church,” he
continued. “They would recognize it; the intelligence services
would recognize it.”

Internet Church

Others, like Raizal and her brother Reza, fled for their
lives.

“It was really a bad situation there,” Raizal recalled. “I
couldn’t pray [to] God with all my heart because all trouble
was there. Even if I say ‘Jesus Christ,’ they may kill me.”

“It become [sic] [a] problem for my job and my health,” Reza
said. “They tried to kill me [and] then I start to run away.”

Despite the constant threat, danger, and risk, these believers
keep the faith. Now they’ve found a church home and family.
Their pastor leads house churches in Iran, as well as the
United States, Canada, Germany, and Malaysia, all via Skype.

“The main church is my house, and through the Internet I
connect to everybody,” Reza said. “That'’s why it’s become like
an Internet church.”

He says a great revival is underway within the Islamic
Republic of Iran.



“Right now you can see the results of the Holy Spirit,” he
said. “From 1994, there were about 100,000 believers. Right
now, there are 3 million. You can see what the Holy Spirit is
doing with the people.”

Dreams and Visions of Christ
Many came to faith through a dream or a vision.

“I had a dream. I had a dream long time back and every time
that Jesus was with me,” he continued. “And in all of my life,
He was helping me and I didn’t know who was this Person.
Suddenly Jesus Christ was over there and He said, ‘Come to
Me.’ And I came to that side and He accepted me.”

Despite all the hardship and being forced from their homeland,
these believers exude joy. Many hope to achieve refugee status
one day and immigrate to other countries.

In the meantime, they want believers in the West to pray for
the Church in Iran.

“And I'm just begging, really, from the other believers, from
other sisters and brothers from all over the world, to pray
for Iran and to all the people of Iran to find new God and be
familiar with God, with Jesus Christ,” he said.
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