Put Canada on Religious
Freedom Watch List? Ohio
Lawmakers Say Yes

State legislators in the Ohio House of Representatives
introduced a resolution this week calling out Canada for 1its
religious persecution of pastors during the pandemic.

They’'re urging the U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom “to consider adding Canada to the Special Watch List
of countries where the government engages in violations of
religious freedom.”

The six-page resolution was introduced by Republican state
Reps. Reggie Stoltzfus and Timothy Ginter and was co-sponsored
by 11 of their Republican fellow representatives. It mentions
the history of religious freedom that Canada, the United
States and the state of Ohio share, but condemns the actions
of Canadian authorities who arrested, fined and jailed clergy
members during COVID crackdowns.

“We, the members of the House of Representatives of the 134th
General Assembly of the State of Ohio, have taken note of the
abuses of religious liberty that have gone on throughout the
Provinces of Canada during the COVID-19 pandemic,” the
resolution reads.

The proposal also provides a list of several examples of this
abuse.

As CBN News and CBN'’'s Faithwire have reported since the
beginning of the pandemic, Canadian authorities have targeted
churches throughout the country, arresting and jailing
pastors, levying large fines against congregations and
shuttering houses of worship.
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Artur Pawlowski, the pastor of Street Church and the Cave of
Adullam in Calgary, Alberta, has been arrested on multiple
occasions by authorities for holding church worship gatherings
despite the mandates.

The Lynnwood Times reports Pawlowski, 48, was arrested yet
again on Feb. 7, just days after he spoke to the trucker
convoy protestors at the border in Coutts, Alberta. In his
talk to the truckers, he reportedly told them to “hold the
line” for freedom, which led to his arrest. He was charged
with mischief and interrupting the operation of essential
infrastructure.

Alberta’s Provincial Court Judge Erin Olsen denied Pawlowski
bail and ruled that he cannot be released in part because he
“will not follow court orders,” according to the CBC.

To read the entire article, visit our content partner at CBN
News. {eoa}
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