
Prophesied  End-Times
Persecution Is Here
Many Christians in the Western world don’t even realize that
the persecution of the end times has already started.

All over the world, Christians are being attacked, Bibles are
being  burned  and  churches  are  being  shut  down.  This
persecution has been escalating for quite some time, but what
prompted  me  to  write  this  article  today  was  the  dramatic
change that we have witnessed in China this year. Up to this
point,  the  Chinese  government  has  largely  tolerated  the
booming house church movement, but now that era of toleration
is officially over.

New religious regulations that went into effect in February
are being brutally enforced, and this is causing some to point
out the frightening parallels between Communist China and Nazi
Germany.

According  to  Fox  News,  during  this  new  crackdown  Chinese
government officials have been “destroying crosses, burning
Bibles, closing churches and forcing Christian believers to
sign papers renouncing their faith”…

The Chinese government is destroying crosses, burning Bibles,
closing churches and forcing Christian believers to sign
papers renouncing their faith as the crackdown on religious
congregations in Beijing and several provinces intensifies.

The suppression of religious freedoms is part of an official
campaign to “Sinicize” religion by demanding loyalty to the
atheist Communist party and removing any potential challenge
to the party’s power in the country.

Doesn’t that sound quite similar to Nazi Germany and other
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tyrannical regimes?

If Christians refuse to sign these papers, they could lose
their jobs or be cut off from all government benefits.

So let us pray for strength for our brothers and sisters in
China, because many of them will be confronted with some very
hard choices.

According  to  the  Express,  authorities  have  also  “raided
Christian homes to remove religious symbols, arrested church
members and seized churches”. In Henan province alone, more
than 7,000 crosses have been destroyed, but other than Fox
News most of the mainstream media outlets in the United States
have been completely silent about this very important story.

You can see some footage of Bibles being burned in China on
Twitter right here. This is evil on a level that is hard to
describe, and it seems to be getting worse with each passing
month.

Earlier  this  month,  one  pastor  was  heartbroken  after
authorities burned crosses, Bibles and furniture after a raid
on his church…

A Christian pastor in the Henan city of Nanyang, whose name
was  not  identified  out  of  fear  of  retaliation  by  the
authorities, reportedly confirmed that crosses, Bibles and
furniture were burned during a raid on his church on Sept. 5.

He added that local authorities were in discussions with the
church about reforming it, but no agreement had been reached.

According to Chinese laws, religious believers are allowed to
worship only in government-sanctioned congregations. But many
millions  of  Christians  belong  to  underground  or  house
churches that ignore government regulations.

So exactly what kind of “reform” did the authorities have in



mind?

Basically, China wants churches to look like something out of
a George Orwell novel. The following comes from CBN…

Chinese  Christians  report  authorities  have  urged  church
leaders to remove pictures of Jesus from their sanctuaries
and  replace  them  with  patriotic  posters  or  posters  of
President Xi instead. They’ve suggested hymns be replaced
with patriotic songs about the “wonderfulness of the Chinese
Communist Party.”

Nettleton also said Chinese authorities are using advanced
artificial intelligence software to monitor church attendees.

“One  pastor  in  Beijing  not  long  ago  was  told  by  the
government, “Pastor, we don’t mind if you continue holding
your services, we just want to put this camera on your
platform looking out at the audience and it’s attached to
facial recognition software so that we can tell who comes to
church on Sunday and who’s there and what they are doing and
how involved they are,'” he said.

Could you imagine going to a church like that?

I couldn’t.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is it.

This is the persecution of the last days, and it is only going
to get worse.

In addition to everything else, the Chinese government is
banning just about all expressions of faith on the Internet:

In  addition  to  these  attacks,  the  Chinese  government  is
implementing tight restrictions on online content related to
religion. Images and descriptions of religious activities
will be largely prohibited, with exceptions for organizations



that have obtained licenses from the government—and even
then, what kinds of religious content they may share is
restricted. As the Telegraph reports, “Individuals would be
forbidden from posting photos, videos and even text related
to  religious  activities,  or  sharing  links  related  to
preaching.”

This will happen here in the United States too eventually if
we don’t fight it.

And of course it isn’t just in China that we are seeing a rise
in persecution.

Just a couple weeks ago, Islamic radicals viciously attacked
home churches in Egypt:

Homes of Copts in the Minya region were attacked by hundreds
of furious locals, leaving two Christians with knife wounds
in the head and face, World Watch Monitor reports.

Four homes were ransacked, looted and partially set on fire
by a Muslim mob during the three-hour-long attack, which was
reportedly in protest of one of the properties being used as
a home church.

A local source for Christian persecution watchdog World Watch
Monitor said the small Coptic community had been warned about
the attack on Aug. 31, a few days before it took place.

And earlier this year in Ethiopia, a total of 69 churches were
torched by radical Islamists:

On March 2, Muslims went on a rampage in an Islamic area of
Ethiopia, beginning with an assault on churches in Asendabo.
ICC and others alerted the world and called on the Ethiopian
government to intervene. Unfortunately, the local government
did not intervene and the attacks continued for a week. When
the smoke cleared, the damage was evident. The Muslims had



burned down the homes of 30 Christian leaders, they had
killed one Christian, wounded several others, and torched 69
churches, a Bible school and a Christian orphanage. One of
the many wounded in these attacks was the grandson of a
church elder who put himself in between the Muslim militants
and his grandfather when they arrived to kill the elderly
man.  The  Islamists  attacked  the  young  man  with
machetes—seriously wounding his head and hand and leaving him
for dead. His family was forced to make a three-hour journey
on foot to bring him to a hospital in a nearby city.

Hatred  for  Christians  and  the  Christian  faith  is  rapidly
rising all over the planet, and this was something that I
warned about in my book about Bible prophecy. We should do all
that we can to put pressure on governments to stop persecuting
Christians, but if we really are in the end times, ultimately
the persecution is just going to continue to escalate.

The good news is that persecution always brings out the best
in the people of God, and I believe that the greatest chapters
of the church are still ahead.

So let us pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters all
over the world, and let us also prepare ourselves for the
immense persecution that is on the horizon for all of us.
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