Pope Leo XIV Releases
Sobering Warning on World’s
Marriage Erosion

The Vatican is preparing to convene a major international
summit this October to confront what church leaders are
calling a deepening global crisis surrounding marriage.

According to a report from EWTN News, the meeting in Rome will
bring together presidents of bishops’ conferences from around
the world under the direction of Pope Leo XIV. The summit is
expected to focus on strengthening the Church’s response to
declining marriage rates, increasing marital breakdown and a
growing reluctance among younger generations to embrace family
life.

Marriage as a “High and Noble”
Calling

The pope has described marriage as one of the “noblest and
highest” callings, highlighting the need to restore its
spiritual significance in a world increasingly shaped by
secular values, according to EWTN News.
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This framing by the pope sets the tone for the summit’s
broader goal: to reposition marriage as a meaningful and
attainable path, especially for younger generations navigating
a culture often skeptical of long-term commitment.
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Preparing the Church to Respond

In preparation for the October gathering, the Vatican has
already begun laying the groundwork. A recent study day hosted
by the Dicastery for the Laity, the Family, and Life gathered
approximately 75 participants, including Vatican officials,
seminary leaders and theological educators.

The discussions centered on the theme of “The Sacrament of
Marriage, Faith, and Munus Docendi,” exploring how the Church
can more effectively teach and uphold the doctrine of
marriage.

A key focus emerging from these conversations is how clergy
can best support spouses, engaged couples and young adults 1in
a growing secular society.

A Defining Moment for the Future of
Family

As the global summit approaches, the Vatican’s message 1is
clear: the future of marriage—-and by extension, the
family—-stands at a crossroads.

This is more than a policy discussion or theological exercise.
It is a call to rediscover the divine design for covenant,
commitment and community in a time when those foundations are
increasingly under strain.

Could this be a pivotal moment not just for the institution of
marriage, but for a renewed awakening to God’s original intent
for humanity to also be in covenant with Him? We will just
have to wait and see.
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