Pastor Arrested After
Horrific Discovery in Church
Bathroom

A pastor has been arrested after a disturbing discovery in his
church, a find that now appears to be a disgusting violation
of his former congregation’s trust.

The 37-year-old worship pastor at a Brighton, Michigan, branch
of the 2|42 Community Church, Will Johnson, was arrested
Friday after a member of the staff discovered a camera hidden
in a bathroom.

The camera was turned over to church leadership, to whom
Johnson allegedly made a shocking confession.

According to Detroit News, Eric Rouch, the church’s executive
pastor of ministry operations, said Johnson admitted to
placing the camera inside the bathroom.
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The disgraced pastor was immediately fired and was arrested
shortly after.

Rouch said the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office was alerted
to the situation and found Johnson at his Howell home, taking
him into custody there.

“We are shocked and deeply saddened by this situation, as the
protection, safety and privacy of every person who enters our
church is our priority,” Rouch said to Detroit News.

“2[42 Community Church is cooperating fully with the sheriff’s
office investigation and is taking proactive steps, including
engaging with a third-party investigator, to ensure the safety
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of all our facilities.

According to Detroit News, Johnson allegedly told detectives
that he had placed the cameras sporadically over the past two
years.

Police say Johnson admitted to targeting a specific staff
member with the camera placements, deploying the device in a
bathroom the person was likely to use.

The bathroom where the camera was found is described as a
“non-public, unisex bathroom” that is located in the church’s
backstage area.

Regardless of who was being targeted-staff, clergy or
congregation—the discovery revealed a disturbing violation of
trust within the walls of the church itself.

Johnson was a part of a Churchfront conference, where, in a
now-deleted webpage, his tips and advice to church worship
directors was listed.
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The pastor also appeared in a recorded Q&A session at the
February 2024 conference, which is still available online. He
can be seen at the 16:25 mark, answering a question about his
beard care regimen.

The law 1is taking the pastor’s alleged crime extremely
seriously.

Johnson is now charged with tampering with evidence and using
a computer to commit a crime. He 1is also being charged with
surveilling an unclothed person, a felony.

In total, he faces eight years in prison for all the charges
if convicted.



Johnson was allowed a bond, set at $250,000. He 1is next
scheduled to appear for a hearing on Sept. 24.

This article originally appeared on The Western Journal, and
1s reposted with permission.
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