No New Hostage Bodies as
Rubio Backs Israel’s Right to
Self-Defense, Palestinians
Continue ‘Pay to Slay’

JERUSALEM, Israel — Hamas has delivered another hostage’s body
to Israel. However, Israel has determined that the body is not
one of the 13 who remain in Gaza, but are additional remains
of a hostage that had already been returned. At the same time,
the Palestinian Authority is accused of quietly continuing its
“Pay to Slay” program, which rewards terrorists who murder
Jews.

Israelis had hoped for another returned hostage. However,
Hamas fell into a familiar pattern. The Israeli Health
Ministry’'s National Center of Forensic Medicine determined
that the remains belonged to Ofir Tzarfati, whose body was
returned nearly two years ago.
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On at least one previous occasion, Hamas turned over a body
that was a terrorist and not a hostage.

It’s now been a week since Hamas last turned over a
hostage. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, “This
constitutes a clear violation of the agreement by the
terrorist organization Hamas.”

Netanyahu will convene a meeting today to discuss Israel’s
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response.

Speaking from Air Force One, with President Trump at his side,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio showed continued solidarity
with Israel regarding the administration’s expectations of
both sides within the peace deal.
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“Look, Israel didn’t surrender its right to self-defense,”
Rubio stated. “Obviously, the ceasefire 1is based on
obligations on both sides. By the way, we’d also like to see
Hamas speed up the return of hostage bodies. We still have
thirteen hostages, two Americans included. But we don’t view
that as a violation of the ceasefire. They have a right if
there’s an imminent threat to Israel, and all the mediators
agree with that.”
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Meanwhile, Palestinian Media Watch claims that on October
25th, the Palestinian Authority post offices paid salaries to
prisoners and families of so-called “martyrs” — terrorists who
have murdered Jews. The watchdog group says there was no
public announcement, which is likely to preserve European aid
that had been tied to ending the practice.

To read the full story, visit our content partners at CBN
News.
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