
New  York  City  Shaken  by
Deadly  Vapor  Outbreak  That
Can Kill in Days
New York City has become the latest hotspot for a deadly
outbreak, with health officials confirming a fifth death from
Legionnaires’ disease. Since late July, 108 people have been
infected with the severe lung infection, a 9% increase from
last week’s numbers.

According  to  the  Daily  Mail,  the  New  York  City  Health
Department  said  the  newly  reported  death  had  been  “under
investigation for some time and our team was able to confirm
this death as part of the cluster today.” All cases and deaths
have been reported across five ZIP codes covering Harlem, East
Harlem and Morningside Heights.
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The outbreak has been traced to cooling towers that tested
positive for Legionella bacteria. Mayor Eric Adams revealed
that affected buildings included a Harlem hospital and a Whole
Foods grocery store. Officials say while the case count is
still rising, the rate of new cases is beginning to slow,
suggesting containment.

Legionnaires’ disease mimics the flu before progressing to
pneumonia. Patients suffer high fevers, breathing difficulties
and even mental confusion. As Dr. Omer Awan explained to the
Daily  Mail:  “Legionnaires’  disease  can  appear  and  present
similar to the common flu but can be serious and result in
pneumonia, or infection of the lung.”
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Pestilences on the Rise
This  outbreak  in  New  York  joins  a  disturbing  list  of
pestilences and diseases making headlines in recent years,
from  pandemics  to  mysterious  viruses  surfacing  around  the
globe. Jesus warned in Matthew 24:7 that in the last days
“there  will  be  famines,  pestilences,  and  earthquakes  in
various  places.”  He  called  these  the  “beginning  of  birth
pains” (Matt. 24:8).
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Just as labor pains increase in frequency and intensity before
birth, pestilences serve as prophetic markers, reminders that
the earth is groaning under the weight of sin and that His
return draws closer.

The Biblical Role of Pestilence
Throughout Scripture, pestilence has often represented God’s
judgment or a wake-up call to nations and peoples who had
turned away from Him. In the Old Testament, pestilences struck
Egypt during the plagues (Ex. 9:3). In 2 Chronicles 7:13-14,
God told Solomon that when He allows pestilence to strike the
land, His people should humble themselves, pray and turn from
their wicked ways so He would bring healing.
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Pestilence was never just about sickness, it carried spiritual
significance. It was a signal that God’s people needed to
repent and return to Him.



A Call to Discern the Times
The outbreak in New York City is another addition to the
growing list of pestilences shaking our world. While health
officials work to disinfect cooling towers and treat patients
with antibiotics, Christians are reminded to lift our eyes
higher.
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Jesus said pestilences would come, and they would increase as
His return draws near. These are warnings for all people: not
just to protect our bodies, but to prepare our souls.

James Lasher is staff writer for Charisma Media.


