Netanyahu Shelves Discussion
of Judea, Samaria Annexation
after UAE Warning

JERUSALEM, Israel — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
decided to shelve a plan to apply Israeli sovereignty to the
biblical lands of Judea and Samaria, also known as the West
Bank. The plan was scheduled for discussion in a meeting of
government ministers on Thursday.

The meeting will now concentrate on the security situation in
Judea and Samaria in light of a threat from Western nations to
recognize a Palestinian state at the United Nations this
month.
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The Jerusalem Post reports that defense officials are expected
to caution ministers that the West Bank “could erupt
instantly” during the push for Palestinian statehood.

Netanyahu'’s decision to postpone the annexation plan came
after a warning from the United Arab Emirates to Israel and
President Trump that annexing Judea and Samaria would threaten
the Abraham Accords, signed nearly five years ago between
Israel and Arab states.
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Regional and local council heads from Judea and Samaria have
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formulated the annexation plan with Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich to cover more than 80 percent of the biblical lands,
leaving a number of Palestinian city-states in the West Bank.

“Beyond the historical, biblical, and moral right of the
Jewish people to their land, sovereignty has a paramount
security role: to prevent the establishment of an Arab terror
state in the heart of our homeland and to secure the safety of
Israel’s citizens for generations,” Smotrich declared.
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However, in an interview with The Times of Israel, Emirati
Special Envoy Lana Nusseibeh insisted, “Annexation would be a
red line for my government, and that means there can be no
lasting peace. It would foreclose the idea of regional
integration and be the death knell of the two-state solution.”

To read the full story, visit our content partners at CBN
News.
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