
Ministry  in  Crisis?
Disturbing Number of Pastors
Are  Considering  Leaving  the
Pulpit
There  appears  to  be  a  crisis  going  on  in  the  pastoral
community.

In a report by Barna, it was discovered that right now: “24
percent  of  U.S.  senior  Protestant  pastors  say  they  have
seriously  considered  leaving  full-time  ministry  within  the
past year.”

Unfortunately, Barna notes that this is “a decline from peak
levels” that made up the COVID-19 years. While Barna sees this
as a great “improvement,” that is still almost a quarter of
pastors who are pondering on leaving the ministry.

This sobering statistic should cause the church to pause and
reflect.  Pastors  are  not  simply  administrators  or  public
speakers; they are spiritual shepherds entrusted with the care
of souls. The leaders who watch over God’s people carry a
sacred responsibility, one that is often accompanied by unseen
burdens, spiritual warfare and deep emotional strain. When
nearly  a  quarter  of  pastors  admit  they  have  seriously
considered stepping away from the calling, it signals that the
body of Christ must examine how it treats those called to
lead.

To order Travis Johnson’s new book, [Un]Embarrassed of Jesus,
visit .

Too often, pastors find themselves under relentless scrutiny,
criticism and unrealistic expectations. Instead of lifting up
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those who labor in prayer, teaching and spiritual guidance,
congregations  can  sometimes  contribute  to  discouragement
through division, complaint or indifference.

We are called to honor those who serve faithfully in spiritual
leadership and to recognize the weight they carry as shepherds
of God’s flock. While there are those who want to lead and
deceive people away from the truth, most who go into ministry
do so with the objective of being obedient to God’s calling on
their life.

When believers choose to uplift rather than tear down, pray
rather than criticize and encourage rather than isolate, the
church becomes stronger. In a time when many pastors feel the
pressure  to  walk  away,  the  body  of  Christ  has  an
opportunity—and  a  responsibility—to  remind  them  that  their
calling to bring people into the kingdom of God still matters.
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