Matthew McConaughey Cites
Bible Verses 1in Honoring
Shooting Victims at White
House

In the wake of the mass shootings in Buffalo, New York, and
Uvalde, Texas, Academy Award-winning actor Matthew McConaughey
made an appearance at the White House press briefing Tuesday
after visiting Capitol Hill and also meeting briefly 1in
private with President Joe Biden.

In an impassioned 22-minute speech, McConaughey, a gun owner
himself, called upon a gridlocked Congress to pass gun reforms
that can save lives without infringing on Second Amendment
rights.

A native of Uvalde, McConaughey, 52, addressed reporters by
calling for “gun responsibility” and speaking of the children
whose funerals he attended, including 9-year-old Ellie Garcia,
who was memorizing a Bible verse before her death.

Ellie loved to dance, and she loved church. She had been going
to a Baptist church with her uncle for the last couple of
years, the Texas actor explained.

“Her mom and dad were proud of her because, they said, ‘She
was learning to love God, no matter where.’ The week prior to
her passing, she had been preparing to read a verse from the
Bible for the next Wednesday night’s church service. The verse
was from Deuteronomy 6:5. ‘And thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy
might,'” McConaughey said.

“That’s who Ellie was becoming,” he continued. “But she never
got to read it. Service is on a Wednesday night,” he noted.
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“A Viable Path Forward”

The actor also said he believes that this time “there is a
sense that perhaps there is a viable path forward. Responsible
parties in this debate seem to at least be committed to
sitting down and having a real conversation about a new and
improved path forward—a path that can bring us closer together
and make us safer as a country, a path that can actually get
something done this time.”

McConaughey also told the assembled media representatives and
a national television audience that there are several ways to
address the ongoing problem.

“We need to invest in mental healthcare. We need safer
schools. We need to restrain sensationalized media coverage.
We need to restore our family values. We need to restore our
American values. And we need responsible gun
ownership—responsible gun ownership,” the actor said. {eoa}
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