
Massive  Settlement  Says
Church Is Essential After All
John  MacArthur’s  Grace  Community  church  in  Sun  Valley,
California, has won a huge victory in its legal battle against
Gov.  Gavin  Newsom’s  restrictive  COVID-19  orders,  multiple
outlets  report.  Both  the  Los  Angeles  Community  Board  of
Supervisors and the state of California will pay the church
$400,000 apiece as their part of a legal settlement.

“After the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that some public health
safety  measures  could  not  apply  to  houses  of  worship,
resolving this litigation is the responsible and appropriate
thing to do,” read a statement from county officials, per RNS.
“From the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Los Angeles County
has been committed to protecting the health and safety of its
residents. We are grateful to the county’s faith organizations
for their continued partnership to keep their congregants and
the entire community safe and protected from COVID-19.”

The church filed suit In August 2020, at which time its legal
counsel, the Thomas More Society, said, “The suit seeks to
prohibit California from enforcing its unconstitutional and
onerous  coronavirus  pandemic  regulations  against  Grace
Community Church and seeks a judgment that the health orders
violate the California Constitution.

Grace Community Church tweeted out its gratitude:

Join us in thanking the Lord that a settlement agreement has
been reached between Los Angeles County and Grace Community
Church. Read a statement from Pastor John:

— Grace Church (@GraceComChurch) September 1, 2021

The text of MacArthur’s statement follows:
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We are very grateful for our Lord’s protection and providence
throughout this past year. Our commitment to the Word of God
and His church has never wavered. We have simply continued to
stand firm, as we always have and always will. We put our
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of the
church. Over the past year, our congregation has seen His
hand of blessing in ways like never before, and the Lord’s
promise has been realized: “I will build My church and the
gates of Hades will not overpower it.” I am thankful for the
advocacy of our attorneys, Jenna Ellis and Charles LiMandri,
and this outcome.

MacArthur  also  announced  Sunday,  in  anticipation  of  the
settlement, that the church would donate the funds received to
the Thomas More Society, reports RNS. “Nothing will come to us
except the affirmation that the Lord preserved and protected
us through this,” he said.

Jenna Ellis, lead counsel for the church, also posted the news
on Twitter, noting that “The church IS essential”:

Very pleased with the approval of an $800,000 settlement and
total win for my clients, @johnmacarthur and @GraceComChurch,
on behalf of @ThomasMoreSoc.

The church IS essential.

Our statement:

— Jenna Ellis (@JennaEllisEsq) August 31, 2021

Follow breaking news like this on our new platform, CHARISMA
PLUS.

For more information on how you can fight back against
cancel culture, make sure to get a copy of what Charisma

founder and CEO Stephen Strang says is his most important book
yet. God and Cancel Culture releases Sept. 7, the day after



Labor Day, wherever fine books are sold. Pre-order it at and,
for a limited time, receive $120 worth of gifts, including
four e-books and a subscription to Charisma magazine.


