
Lead Singer of ‘Jesus Christ
Superstar’ Jeff Fenholt Dies
at 68
Jeff Fenholt, lead singer in the original Broadway production
Jesus Christ Superstar, died Tuesday. He was 68 years old.

His  son,  Pastor  Tristan  Fenholt,  posted  the  news  of  his
father’s death on Facebook.

“Yesterday,  my  dad—Jeff  Fenholt—went  home  to  be  with  the
Lord,” he wrote. “Like all of us, he was not a perfect man,
but he knew the perfect Savior (Jesus), and loved to share the
gospel with as many people as possible. His music and ministry
literally  touched  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of
people. He truly loved the Lord… and still does. I love you
and miss you, Dad! 9/15/1950 — 9/10/2019”

In his post, Tristan included an old video of his father
singing in church. Watch it in this article.

Jeff’s health was failing before he was discovered dead in his
home,  though  details  regarding  his  illness  are  scarce,
according to TMZ.

Although Jeff was not the lead singer in the original 1970
concept album of Jesus Christ Superstar, he debuted as the
lead  when  the  rock  opera  began  performing  at  the  Mark
Hellinger  Theatre  in  1971,  according  to  Deadline.

After he stopped performing in the gospel-themed musical, Jeff
became a television evangelist on Trinity Broadcast Network
(TBN).  Faith  on  Film  TV’s  Isaac  Hernandez  used  to  direct
Jeff’s shows on TBN. On Twitter, he wrote that Jeff “was
always so much fun to be with”:

I just learned that my friend Jeff Fenholt has gone on to be
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with the Lord. I had the pleasure of directing his shows on
TBN for several years. He was always so much fun to be with.
I spoke with him a few months ago as he shared some of his
ideas for a new show. RIP Jeff

— Faith on Film TV (@FaithonFilmTV) September 11, 2019

Tristan also posted on Facebook a comment from Andrew Lloyd
Webber, composer of Jesus Christ Superstar:

“Farewell to Jeff Fenholt, a huge part of the JCS story in the
USA  and  an  unforgettable  Jesus  in  the  original  New  York
production,” Webber said.

According to Tristan, Tim Rice, lyricist for the musical,
wrote: “Another sad loss from the ranks of those who helped
Andrew [Lloyd Webber] and me enormously in our early days in
musical theatre. Jeff Fenholt, the first ever JCS on Broadway,
has died too early. RIP Jeff and thank you.”


