
Lawmakers Take Giant Steps to
Tackle  Tragedy  of
Fatherlessness in Florida
Last week, the Florida House of Representatives passed HB 7065
to tackle the fatherless problem in “The Sunshine State.” The
bill would direct the Department of Children and Families to
prioritize resources for fathers.

The Tampa Bay Times reported, “A main part of the bill would
direct the department to contract for the creation of the
‘Responsible  Fatherhood  Initiative.’  The  department  would
contract with an entity to launch a website and distribute
other  materials  that  would  inform  fathers  on  effective
parenting … The fatherhood initiative also would include a
print, television and social media campaign that may include
appearances  by  and  involvement  from  public  figures  and
influencers.”

Additionally, the initiative will assist fathers in finding
employment,  managing  child  support,  transitioning  from
incarceration,  accessing  health  care,  understanding  child
development and enhancing parenting skills.

House Speaker Chris Sprowls (R), who made the legislation a
top  priority  for  2022,  said,  “From  poverty  to  crime  to
incarceration, just about every negative outcome we see that
faces boys here in Florida and across the country can be
linked back to an absent father in the home.”

Former NFL player and Florida resident Jack Brewer was also
instrumental in pushing the legislation to the forefront.

Kudos to Florida for leading the way … again. Hopefully, other
states will follow. The fatherless problem in our country is
one of the worst crises we have, and it’s getting worse.
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Fatherless Stats

Here are some stats for children who grow up in fatherless
homes, according to the U.S. Census Bureau and U.S Department
of Justice:

– 1 in 4 live without a biological, step or adoptive father in
the home;

– Twice as likely to drop out of high school;

– Seven times more like to become pregnant as a teen;

– Four times greater likelihood of living in poverty;

– 90% of the youth who decide to run away from home;

– 63% of youth suicides;

– 75% of adolescent patients being treated in substance abuse
centers;

– 7 out of every 10 youth that are housed in state-operated
correctional facilities;

– 75% of rapists are motivated by displaced anger that is
associated with feelings of abandonment that involves their
fathers;

My “Daddy”

I was blessed to have a wonderful earthly father and got to
enjoy him until he was 95. He was a Christian but not a real
student of the Bible. However, when I became a believer in the
late 70s and began to read the Bible, I saw many similarities
in his nature and my heavenly Father’s. So, although so much
greater, it was easy for me to relate to my heavenly Father’s
love for me. “If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is
in heaven give good things to those who ask Him” (Matt. 7:11,
NKJV). Oh thank heaven for 7:11!



Unfortunately, many grow up without that blessing I had, but
anyone can be taught true fatherhood by our true Father, God.
In 2 Corinthians 6:18, Paul quotes this Old Testament concept
found in 2 Samuel 7:14, Jeremiah 31:9 and elsewhere: “I will
be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty.”

It’s  interesting  that  the  founder  of  Life  Outreach
International, James Robison, never knew his father, and yet
he is used mightily by God as a father figure in the body of
Christ, as the apostle Paul was. “For though you might have
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many
fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the
gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15).

The Prodigal’s Father

In Luke 15, we find what we call the story of “The Prodigal
Son.” Most Bibles will even have that label on the header at
the top of the appropriate page but that parable has been
grossly mis-named. How do I know that? (This is not going to
be as deep a theological answer as you think.) All you have to
do is read the first verse (verse 11). Jesus began, “A certain
man had two sons.” It does not say, “A certain son had a
father  and  an  older  brother.”  Many  would  rather  put  the
spotlight on the sin of the son, rather than on the goodness
of the father. The story is all about the “man,” or the
father! And that father is a perfect type of our heavenly
Father.

Even though the younger son had wasted his father’s fortune on
prostitutes and reckless living (word apparently got around
even without phones and the internet), the father showed great
compassion on him. It doesn’t say how long the boy was gone,
but  to  waste  (presumably)  a  great  deal  of  money,  he  was
probably gone for at least months, if not a year or two. Verse
20 says, “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was
still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion,



and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” Even after all
that time lapse, when the son finally decided to go home, the
father spotted him “while he was still a great way off.” Wow.
That father was the luckiest guy in Israel to just happen to
look up at the instant the boy came into view. Too bad they
didn’t have the lottery back then.

No, I don’t believe the father was that lucky. I believe every
time he walked out to draw some water out of the cistern, to
milk the cow, to get a bucket of corn for the fatted calf or
to plant some seed in the field, he was looking for his son.
And when he spotted him, he ran to his son. According to many
historians, in the first-century Middle Eastern culture, it
was a disgrace for a man to run. In order to run, he would
have to pull up his tunic, thereby shamefully showing his bare
legs. This father didn’t care about shaming himself; his love
for the returning son was far greater than that. Hebrews 12:2
reminds us that Jesus “for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame” for you and me. Jesus
was shamed much worse than just exposing his legs. Many think
the  Romans  wanted  to  maximize  the  humiliation  and  He  was
probably crucified completely naked. But far worse than that
was bearing the shame for all of mankind—past, present and
future.

I applaud the state of Florida for this initiative. Perhaps
this is a step toward the fulfillment of the prophet Malachi’s
prophecy from about 2,500 years ago. “And he will turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the
children to their fathers” (Mal. 4:6). {eoa}

Nolan Lewallen, a retired pilot of a major airline, lives near
Stephenville, Texas. Nolan’s two greatest passions are the
Bible and politics. His new book, The Integration of Church &
State:  How  We  Transform  “In  God  We  Trust”  From  Motto  to
Reality, brings the two together.

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in



our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.


