Joel Hunter Responds to
Accusations of Islamist
Association

The Florida Family Association is calling Pastor Joel C.
Hunter, senior pastor of Northland Church in Longwood, Fla.,
to the carpet for “partnering with Islamists to oppose an
anti-Shariah bill in the Florida legislature.”

The Florida Family Association is claiming that Hunter 1is
helping the Hamas-linked, Jihadi apologist, Council on
American Islamic Relations (CAIR) to stop laws from being
enacted that would prohibit courts from accepting Shariah law.
The association also published Hunter’s personal email address
and invited readers to contact him.

According to the Florida Family Association, if Florida courts
accept provisions of Islamic Shariah law or other foreign laws
and legal codes which are inconsistent with American laws, it
will undermine public policies enacted by our representative
form of government and change our value system.

Atif Fareed, a Muslim and former chairman of CAIR Florida,
said Hunter, the spiritual advisor to President Obama, asked
him to read the following statement:

“To my state senators: As a pastor of one of the largest
churches in Florida I believe Senate Bill 58 will do more harm
than good if enacted. Its effect will be to increase bias
rather than protection. It seems to me to be a cure without a
disease. Existing law and judicial precedent have proved
sufficient to deal with any concerns addressed by this
proposed law.

“Having confidence in both our constitution and the character
of our judicial process, I agree with the America Bar


https://mycharisma.com/news/joel-hunter-responds-to-accusations-of-islamist-association/
https://mycharisma.com/news/joel-hunter-responds-to-accusations-of-islamist-association/
https://mycharisma.com/news/joel-hunter-responds-to-accusations-of-islamist-association/

Association, the Anti-Defamation League and the American Civil
Liberties Union that this law and House Bill 351 will be
detrimental rather than the good intended. As a conservative
evangelical Christian it is unusual for me to side with the
ACLU but I think objecting to unnecessary law 1is a
conservative principle as well as a libertarian one. Indeed,
not making laws unless they are absolutely necessary is at the
core of our character as a country. Thank you for considering
my views.”

David Caton, president of the Florida Family Association, said
he could not wait until the committee meeting was over to
inquire if Hunter actually authorized or requested Fareed to
present this statement to Florida Senators.”

“I sent .. email to Joel Hunter to which he affirmed yes in
less than five minutes,” Caton said. “He must be really proud
to align with the Council on American Islamic Relations.”

Charisma News asked Hunter about the issue. He told us the way
it has been interpreted has misrepresented his position.

“I am not aligning myself with CAIR, the Muslim Brotherhood,
or any other Muslim organization. I am not for Shariah or any
other foreign law to compete with our Constitution. My
response to a man who lives in our community (Mr. Fareed) was
that I believe our present safeguards are more than capable of
keeping those laws out,” Hunter says.

“My opinion is that SB 58 is an unnecessary law that increases
bias and heightens animosity between Christians and
Muslims—which makes respectful dialogue and sharing Jesus with
them all the more challenging. I’'m certainly not in favor of
any foreign law that would take away our rights under the
Constitution.”



