Israelis Remember Hostages,
Fallen Soldiers, Terror
Victims as Passover Begins

Byline: Chris Mitchell/CBN News

JERUSALEM, Israel — Jews worldwide and throughout Israel will
celebrate the Feast of Passover Monday night.

While they celebrate the freedom from the bondage of ancient
Egypt, they also grieve for the more than 100 hostages still
in Hamas captivity, as Tuesday will mark the 200th day since
the massacre and kidnappings on Oct. 7th.

On Sunday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged
to return all of the hostages.

“On this Seder night, our hostages being held by Hamas are
before our eyes,” he declared. “Their suffering and the
suffering of their families rends our hearts and only
strengthens our resolve to bring them back.”
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Netanyahu also took to social media to thank the U.S. Congress
for passing critical military aid for Israel over the weekend.

He wrote on X that the bill “demonstrates strong bipartisan
support for Israel and defends Western Civilization. Thank
you, friends, thank you, America!”

The aid comes as Israel is fighting for its survival on
multiple fronts with Hezbollah, Hamas, the Houthis, and Iran,
itself.

It was reported Monday that the head of Israel’s military
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intelligence resigned his post, citing intelligence failures
that led to the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.

In his resignation letter, Gen. Aharon Haliva wrote:

“The intelligence directorate under my command did not live up
to the task we were entrusted with. I carry that black day
with me ever since, day after day, night after night. I will
carry the horrible pain of the war with me forever.”
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It'’s not clear if it will set the stage for more resignations
and some fear it comes at a dangerous time, as Israel prepares
for the Passover holiday and its troops are on alert.

Despite their welcome of Washington’s U.S. aid vote, Israeli
leaders are also criticizing the U.S. State Department’s
decision to sanction an Israeli battalion accursed of
torturing a West Bank Palestinian back in 2022. It represents
the first-ever U.S. sanction against an IDF unit.

To read the full story, visit our content partners at CBN
News.
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