Israel: Palestinian UN Bid
Could Threaten Accords

Israeli diplomats have put foreign leaders on notice that
their country will consider its historic peace accords with
the Palestinians null and void if they ask the United Nations
for a state, according to a document obtained Wednesday by The
Associated Press.

The 1list of Foreign Ministry talking points also instructs
diplomats to tell world leaders that Israel will retaliate
against the move, without specifying details.

The Palestinians, frustrated with a four-year impasse in peace
efforts, say they will ask the U.N. General Assembly on Nov.
29 to give them upgraded observer status. A draft resolution
floated by the Palestinians seeks international recognition of
their state in the West Bank, east Jerusalem and the Gaza
Strip, territories captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war.

Israel and the U.S. strongly oppose the effort, saying all
matters must be resolved through negotiations. On Wednesday, a
U.S. envoy was set to meet the Palestinian president in
Switzerland in a last-ditch bid to halt the bid.

The document says U.N. General Assembly approval of the
Palestinian request would violate 1990s agreements between the
two sides and “give Israel the right to reconsider and
nullify” them in whole or in part. “Adoption of the resolution
by the General Assembly will have grave consequences, and set
in motion wunilateral Israeli responses,” the ministry
communique said, cautioning that it would also complicate
future diplomatic progress.

Vice Premier Moshe Yaalon, speaking in a similar vein, told
Army Radio on Wednesday that his country would “have to take
steps to make it clear that there will be a heavy price” if
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the statehood petition goes ahead. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has also warned previously that a statehood appeal
would push peace further away and lead to instability.

Late Tuesday, U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon warned that the planned
Palestinian move would undermine negotiations. “None of us
should act in any way that would place a return to talks at
risk. There can be no substitute for meaningful negotiations,”
he said in a speech at Yale University.

Palestinians, exasperated after 44 years of Israelil
occupation, insist they have no choice but to sidestep talks
that have foundered for nearly two decades amid a toxic mix of
intransigence, violence and failure of will.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas insists he hasn’t closed
the door on negotiations, but only on condition-Israel stop
building settlements on lands the Palestinians claim for a
future state. Israel refuses to do that, saying the future of
settlements will be settled once an agreement is reached on
the final borders of Jewish and Palestinian states.

General Assembly recognition would not change the situation on
the ground. But the Palestinians hope to use their upgraded
status on the world stage to press their claims for a
homeland. They also hope it will be a springboard for
admission to other U.N. bodies, including the International
Criminal Court, where they hope to prosecute Israel on war
crimes charges.

Vice Premier Yaalon said an appeal to the U.N. would be a
“flagrant” breach of the Oslo accords of the early 1990s,
which require disputes to be settled through dialogue. He
stopped short of saying they would be rendered void.

“Let’s wait,” he said. “But we can’t let it go by and must
take steps to make it clear there will be a heavy price,” he
said.



He didn’t specify what measures Israel might take. An end to
the accords could stop cooperation with the Palestinians in a
wide range of areas. Among other things, it could withhold the
transfer of millions of dollars in taxes and customs it
collects on behalf of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’
West Bank government and block the import of equipment for
Palestinian security forces, an Israeli official explained.

No decisions on any such moves have been made, he added.

Israel delivered a similar message to world leaders last year
when the Palestinians—unsuccessfully—sought U.N. Security
Council recognition of an independent state with full
membership in the world body. The General Assembly, dominated
by developing nations sympathetic to the Palestinian cause, 1is
expected to approve their request for a lesser status, non-
member observer state.

Senior Palestinian official Saeb Erekat accused Israel of
turning its back on the peace accords long ago, in part with
continued settlement construction. He denied the statehood bid
was a violation of the agreements.

The accords “spoke about negotiations on all core issues and
that is what the resolution at the U.N. is all about, two
states based on the (prewar) ’'67 border and negotiations to
solve all core issues,” he said.

The United States has been lobbying the Palestinians to
abandon the bid. President Barack Obama phoned Abbas on
Sunday, but the following day, the Palestinian leader
announced it would be submitted on Nov. 29.

U.S. State Department spokesman Mark Toner said Tuesday that
the Obama administration’s special Mideast peace envoy, David
Hale, would meet with Abbas on Wednesday in Switzerland to try
to persuade him not to go to the General Assembly.

“We're still at the stage where we’'re actively trying to



convince them that this is a bad idea, that this 1is not going
to get them the results ultimately that they seek,” Toner
said. “We’ve been clear in the past about what some of the
consequences that this would generate, or engender.

The date of the Palestinians’ statehood bid has great
historical significance. On Nov. 29, 1947, the General
Assembly adopted a resolution recommending implementation of a
plan to partition what was then British-ruled Palestine into
independent Arab and Jewish states. The Jewish community in
Palestine accepted the plan, but Arab leaders, including
Palestinians, rejected it.

In the West Bank on Wednesday, dozens of Palestinian
demonstrators, along with Israeli and foreign supporters,
blocked roads used by Jewish settlers. Israeli soldiers fired
tear gas and reopened the road at one checkpoint between the
West Bank and Israel.

Organizers said the protests were meant to mark two dates on
the Palestinian calendar: the eighth anniversary of the death
of longtime Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and the upcoming
anniversary of the 1988 decision by the Palestinians to
declare independence.
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