ISIS to US: ‘We Are 1in Your
State, Cities’

It’s a frightening reality: Americans now live in a country
that could be facing a terrorist threat worse than al-Qaida:
the Islamic State.

U.S. intelligence officials warn that ISIS has now gained
momentum that will be difficult to halt in Iraq and Syria.
They say the ruthless Islamic terrorists intend to prove their
power far beyond the Middle East.

Intelligence warns the Islamic State may attempt a major
terrorist strike in Europe or the United States to assert
itself as the true leader of the international jihadist
movement.

ISIS — sometimes known by its longer name, Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria—-is using social media to advance its in-your-
face propaganda.

Recently, a photo was tweeted of a hand holding an ISIS flag
right in front of the White House. It was pictured with a
hand-written warning attached: “A message from ISIS to U.S. -
We are in your state. We are in your cities. We are in your
streets,” the Aug. 9 note read.

Another photo was shown in the same picture. It featured a
handwritten note in Arabic held in front of a building with
two American flags at an unclear location.

Translated, the note dated June 20, 2014 says: “Soldiers of
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria will pass from here soon,”
followed by a verse from the Quran.

The Secret Service said it is investigating the matter.

“We have an intelligence division whose mission is to assess
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information that we receive every day for dangerousness or
potential threat level. We are aware of the image and will
take the necessary and appropriate follow-up steps,” Secret
Service spokesman Ed Donovan told ABC News.

Meanwhile, a New Jersey man said he meant no offense when he
flew a flag that looks like the ISIS flag in front of his home
in New Jersey.

Mark Dunaway, from Winslow Place, New Jersey, said he was
expressing his Muslim religion by flying the flag every year
during Ramadan and every Friday.
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“Every Muslim uses that black flag,” quoted Dunaway. “You'll
find it in any mosque in world. I am an American citizen and I
love my country, but I am also a Muslim and I use that flag to
say I'm a Muslim.”

But a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations
told ABC News Dunaway'’s flag isn’t the Islamic flag.

The scare comes as President Obama announced there will be no
need for the United States to rescue stranded Yazidis from
Iraq’s Mount Sinjar, saying U.S. airstrikes allowed most to
escape.

“We broke the ISIL (ISIS) siege of Mount Sinjar,” he said. “We
helped vulnerable people reach safety, and we helped save many
innocent lives.”

But Yazidi leaders disagree, telling The New York Times the
crisis isn’t over. Despite Obama’s assurances, the United
Nations said the situation is still dire.

“The United Nations has declared a level three emergency for
Iraq, the highest global humanitarian priority for the U.N.
and partner agencies,” U.N. spokesman Stephan Dujarric said.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki broke the political
power struggle in Baghdad, saying he’s stepping aside after



eight years as Iraq’s premier.

Prime minister designate, Haider Al-Abdi, now has less than 30
days to form a new government. Iragi political analyst Kareem
Hassan Jabr said al Maliki’'s replacement will need to correct
past mistakes.

“The new prime minister has two main tasks to achieve. The
first 1s fight terrorism and the second is to fight the
financial corruption which has prevailed in government
institutions,” Jabr said.

The new prime minister will also need to do more to stop the
advance of the Islamic State in Iraq.



