God Vindicates Elderly Street
Preacher, Acquitted of ‘Hate
Speech’ Charges

An elderly pastor who was arrested by police last year for
preaching on a public street in London has been cleared of all
“hate speech” charges against him. He had been accused of a
crime for teaching what the Bible says about marriage.

Pastor John Sherwood was acquitted by the Uxbridge
Magistrates’ Court on April 7, according to his colleague
Pastor Peter Simpson writing for the website Conservative
Woman.

As CBN News reported in April of 2021, Sherwood and Simpson of
the Penn Free Methodist Church of Penn, England, were
preaching outside of the Uxbridge Underground Station located
in Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s own constituency, according
to Breitbart.

After Sherwood’s arrest, Simpson described what happened to
the preacher in an article for the Conservative Woman website.

Sherwood, who is in his early 70s, was preaching to people on
the final verses found in Genesis 1 of the Bible’s 0ld
Testament.

“God’s design in creating mankind was to set human beings in
families, headed by a father and a mother, not by two fathers
or by two mothers,” he said. “The distinction within mankind
of just two genders, male and female, made in the image of
God, constitutes the essence of God’s created order.”

Simpson said a number of police officers appeared and began
telling Sherwood they had received three complaints about his
preaching. An officer reportedly warned him not to make any
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“homophobic statements.”

After speaking to the police, Sherwood resumed his preaching,
speaking on freedom of speech. However, a couple of bystanders
in the crowd apparently shouted that his preaching was
“homophobic” and “hate speech,” and the officers returned to
the scene.

One of the bystanders captured Sherwood’s arrest on video and
posted it to social media. The video shows Sherwood standing
on a step stool as two police officers are talking to him.
Much of their conversation is garbled. However, one police
officer who can be heard asks Sherwood to come down, and the
preacher answers him. Then the officer tells Sherwood he 1is
“under arrest” and he needs to “come down.” Then three police
officers are seen pulling Sherwood off the stool.

As one police officer is holding Sherwood’s arm, the preacher
tries to pull his arm up. This seems to anger the officer, who
appears to stop himself from kicking the elderly man.

This draws a response from the person who's videotaping the
incident, yelling at police, “You’re on camera. You're on
camera.”

Then two other officers stepped in to force Sherwood’s hands
behind his back, treating him roughly as they put him in
handcuffs.

“This dignified man of God, who is in his early 70s, was
marched off to a nearby police car, as one of the helpers from
my church cried out, ‘What has happened to us as a nation that
a man can no longer preach from the Bible?'” Simpson recalled.

The elderly pastor spent the night in a detention center
located near Heathrow Airport and was not released until noon
the following day, according to Simpson.

Sherwood told Breitbart that during his stay in jail, he was



questioned by officers about what he would do if he had a
homosexual child.

“It is surely the task of police to ask questions about the
specific alleged offense, not more general questions about why
someone holds a personal view on an aspect of biblical
morality,” he said.

Sherwood’s Trial Filled With Scripture

According to Simpson, Sherwood’s trial was “quite remarkable”
because “there was so much Scripture quoted” during the
proceedings.

“Pastor Sherwood was determined to 1impress upon the
prosecution that everything that he ever preaches upon 1is
grounded in the final authority of God’s word, the Bible,” he
wrote.

The court’s gallery was filled with fellow Christians showing
their support for the preacher who was willing to stand up for
biblical truths in public despite the current climate in the
UK of embracing the LGBTQ+ agenda as well as other woke,
secular ideas.
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