
Gang Leader Trades Guns for
Gospel
A former gang leader whose life was completely turned around
after becoming a Christian has opened up about his faith in an
article for The Gospel Coalition.

David Washington is now the pastor of Kingdom Covenant Church
in Chicago.

He spoke out about his violent past and says it was his coming
to Christ that “saved his life.”

Realization

Washington joined the “Gangster Disciples” around the age of
12. He became a drug dealer in his teens and went on to become
gang leader.

It was not long before he was arrested and facing a possible
15-year prison sentence for armed robbery and unlawful use of
a weapon.

His gang threw him a going-away party the day before he was
due to plead guilty in court. It was here that he was struck
by the realization of what he had done.

“I had this experience of looking at myself in the mirror and
saying,  ‘You  threw  your  whole  life  away  for  nothing,'”
Washington said.

Convinced and Converted

Washington says that although he was an agnostic at the time,
he decided to ask God for help. The next day, the judge
dropped one of the charges and sentenced Washington to one
year of house arrest.
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“I was convinced God was real after that”, he said. “And once
convinced, there was no turning back. I gave God everything I
had.”

He says he “never went back to doing drugs” after this and
began sharing the gospel with members of his former gang.

“I began to go to the same people I used to lead and tell
them, ‘I gave my life to Christ. This is real. I’m pleading
with you to come out of this.'”

‘Love of Jesus’

Washington  became  involved  in  youth  ministry  and  prison
ministry at Salem Baptist Church. He also studied at a local
Bible college before getting a master of divinity in theology.

He has now started a church on the south side of Chicago that
works alongside members of the community who are in prison.

Pastor Harvey Carey said Washington started his church on the
streets “because that’s where he was won”.

“He’s saying, ‘I know what it’s like, but let me show you the
love of Jesus.'” {eoa}

This article originally appeared on The Christian Institute.


