Faith Under Attack: 2
Churches Set Ablaze by an
Arsonist

A small North Carolina town saw two churches set on fire
Friday night.

The fires took place near Casar, a town of about 300 people
located northwest of Charlotte.

According to a Facebook post from the Cleveland County
Sheriff’'s Office, the fires were set between 9:00 p.m. and
10:00 p.m.
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Tabernacle Baptist Church and Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church
were both targeted, the post said.

“Fortunately, both fires were spotted by citizens who quickly
put the fire out before significant damage occurred. These
events are still under investigation,” the post said.

No arrests have been made, according to WCCB-TV.

Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church sustained damage to its siding,
according to WSOC-TV.
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A report from the station said that neighbors revealed
local Boy Scouts were passing by on their way to a camping
trip and stopped to use the water and tea they had with them
to help put out the fire at Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church.

The station noted that the two churches are eight miles from
each other.

Pastor Homer Tessner of Tabernacle Baptist Church said one of
the 35 members of his church happened to be passing by and saw
the flames, according to a Spectrum News report.

“If it wasn’t for them, it might not be here yet,” Tessner
said.
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Pastor Billy Boone of Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church said the
small community is stunned by the arsons.

“We’ve never had anything like this to happen before, and the
church has been in existence for 50 years,” Boone said.

This article originally appeared on The Western Journal, and
1s reposted with permission.



