Christian Missionary Work
Banned in China Amid Rising
Persecution

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is enacting sweeping
restrictions on Christian missionary work, effectively banning
most foreign-led religious activity. New regulations set to
take effect on May 1 will prohibit foreigners from preaching,
sharing their faith, or establishing religious organizations
without prior government approval.

The rules, announced through official state channels, reflect
the CCP’s longstanding hostility toward independent religious
expression. The regime justifies the move as a matter of
“national security” and claims it will protect “normal
religious activities,” referring to tightly controlled events
held within state-approved institutions.
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The Chinese government views independent Christianity as a
threat to its ideological dominance. According to , the
revised laws will strengthen the CCP’s ability to criminalize
unsanctioned worship, label non-state-aligned religious groups
as “cults,” and impose harsh penalties on violators. Any
allegiance outside the Communist Party is framed as a threat
to national unity.

/**/

Earlier this year, the CCP admitted to intensifying efforts to
suppress religious groups not aligned with the state. “China’s
public security authorities intensified efforts to dismantle
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cult organizations in 2024,” reported the Global Times, a
government-controlled media outlet. The regime boasted of
expanding its surveillance infrastructure to track Christian
house churches and individual believers.

China officially recognizes five religions—Catholicism,
Protestantism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Islam—but only within
government-run institutions. These state-controlled churches
often replace traditional doctrine with state propaganda,
demanding loyalty to President Xi Jinping and Communist
ideology.
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According to Breitbart News, Christian families in China face
mounting persecution. House churches are raided, children are
taken from Christian homes, and citizens are monitored for
signs of religious behavior. The state has publicly declared
its intent to “root out every pocket of independent religious
thought.”

China remains one of the most hostile nations for Christians.
Despite being home to one of the largest Christian populations
in the world, believers are forced to choose between
compromising their faith or facing repression. The CCP’s
efforts to extinguish independent Christianity are part of a
broader campaign to eliminate all loyalties not centered on
the party.

This article originally appeared on American Faith, and 1is
reposted with permission.
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