Christian Leaders Discuss
Moral Concerns on Al
Advancements

The rapid proliferation of artificial intelligence has stirred
profound contemplation among Christians, prompting questions
about the moral and ethical ramifications of this ever-
expanding technology.

In the ever-evolving landscape of AI, the future remains
uncertain, characterized by the promise of remarkable
technological advancements juxtaposed with fears of job
displacement and ethical dilemmas.

Dr. Albert Mohler, Jr., president of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, highlighted the dynamic nature of AI,
where new moral debates overlap with technological evolution.
Speaking on CBN’'s “The 700 Club,” he emphasized the urgency of
this issue, saying, “This 1is a truly frightening prospect.”
Dr. Mohler urged fellow Christians to closely scrutinize the
claim that AI could potentially develop a form of
consciousness.

He underscored the fundamental distinction between humans and
machines, stating, “There is no such thing as a feeling
machine. There may be a machine that mimics feeling; we are
not merely feeling machines. We'’'re not merely machines that
mimic feeling; we’re made in God’s image. And so there has to
be a distinction there.” Dr. Mohler emphasized the
responsibility of Christians to safeguard human dignity,
particularly when the world’s ability to advocate for it
appears to be waning.
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Author Jeff Kinley echoed these concerns, expressing
apprehension about AI potentially diminishing human purpose
and value. He noted the societal trend of replacing human
capabilities with artificial counterparts, raising concerns
about the marginalization of humanity. Kinley also pointed out
the dangers of unrestrained surveillance and the potential for
hacking into the human brain.

Yet, Kinley identified censorship and informational control as
more immediate threats, driven by the inherent biases and
deceptive capacities of AI. He warned of the tendency to
unquestioningly trust AI-generated narratives, potentially
undermining human discernment.

Christian apologist Alex McFarland stressed that technology
itself is amoral; its moral standing depends on how it 1is
wielded. McFarland emphasized the importance of considering
who 1s programming AI systems and how they are used,
particularly highlighting the ethical concerns associated with
much of the code and algorithms having originated in Silicon
Valley.

However, amidst the concerns, there are also opportunities for
positive impact. Some experts are leveraging AI to enhance
human health and well-being, while Christian groups are
employing it to translate the Bible into previously
inaccessible languages.

Author Johnnie Moore urged a collective pause for reflection
and moral leadership, emphasizing that the decisions made
today will shape the lives of future generations. He called
for a careful examination of the ethical dimensions of AI,
asserting that the United States should not only lead 1in
technology but also lead with its deeply held values.

In navigating the rise of AI, Christians are confronted with a
complex technological, moral and spiritual Llandscape,
demanding discernment and a commitment to the Good News of the



gospel of Jesus as they grapple with another transformative
technology. {eoa}
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