Christian Families From
Tribal Communities 1in India
Attacked by Mob

Christian families belonging to the Scheduled Tribe community
located in five villages in Kondagaon District, Chhattisgarh,
India, had their homes ransacked and farmland and property
destroyed by a large mob in attacks which took place over two
days, Sept. 22-23, according to CSW. The Christians had
declined to donate money toward a local Hindu festival in the
days beforehand.

On two occasions, a mob of approximately 300 people ransacked
the homes of the Christian families in the villages of
Kakerbeda, Silati, Jondrabeda, Singhanpur and Tiliabeda,
destroying their possessions. A fishpond used for harvesting
fish which belonged to one of the victims was looted, and the
families’' rice fields and fruit trees were plundered. At least
50 Christians have been affected by the attacks.

The first attack took place from approximately 4-7 p.m. Sept.
22. Attacks took place again on Sept. 23 at approximately 1
p.m., while the district collector of Kondagaon and
superintendent of police Kondagaon were present in one of the
villages.

According to the Kondagaon daily newspaper Daink Bhaskar, the
superintendent of police of the district denied the attacks
took place and claimed no houses were damaged.

Local sources say that a few days prior to the attacks the
families were asked to make donations towards a Hindu
festival. When the families declined to contribute, their
personal details were recorded by those who had asked for the
donations. The families were then forced to sign on a document
that they agreed to leave their Christian belief, which they
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refused to do. According to one 28-year-old Christian woman,
perpetrators also attempted to rape one woman on the night of
Sept. 24.

When the affected families tried to register a First
Information Report (FIR), which is required for the police to
open up an investigation, the police refused to register their
complaints and encouraged them to withdraw their grievance and
seek a compromise settlement with their attackers. The police
had also advised the families to forsake Christianity and
assured them that compensation would be given to rebuild their
homes in return. The families continue to live in their
damaged houses in each of the villages.

Arun Pannalal, president of Chhattisgarh Christian Forum,
said:

This 1is a deliberate targeted attack on the minority
Christian families belonging to the tribal community. The
authorities have dismissed the attacks as being religiously
motivated. The cries for justice and suffering of these
families are not being heard. The BJP [Bharatiya Janata
Party] has been empowering thugs to carry out these attacks
with impunity for a long time in the state. In the last 10
months, we have recorded 11 vicious attacks on the
Christians. In one such incident in a tribal village, a widow
and her two children were reading the Bible in her own house.
They were approached by some people who forced them to
participate in prayers to honor a Hindu deity. When the widow
refused, the men kidnapped her and took her to a forest,
where they held her captive for seven days, during which time
she was raped and subsequently murdered. There has been no
Investigation or arrests, yet. This 1is the level of evil
these fundamentalists are willing to do and they have the
backing and protection of the authorities. The Prime
Minister’s office must take cognizance of these cruel attacks
and do something about 1it.



According to CSW, Scheduled Tribe is the legal classification
given to indigenous social groups of people who are the
earliest inhabitants of India. The constitution provides them
with educational, cultural, social, economic and political
safeqguards.

CSW’s Founder and President Mervyn Thomas said: “CSW is deeply
concerned for the safety and well-being of these families who
have been intentionally targeted because they chose to
practice their faith. Members of Scheduled Tribes in India are
usually not Hindus; instead they practice their traditional
religions. They should be free to exercise their right to
choose a different religion, such as Christianity, without
fear of retribution, as 1s their right under the Indian
constitution. We call on the government of India to uphold the
right to freedom of religion or belief for all Indians and
urge the Chhattisgarh authorities to enforce the rule of law
and prevent similar attacks from threatening the ability of
these communities to exercise this fundamental freedom.” {eoa}

This article originally appeared on Assist News Service.



