Charismatic Church Network
Leader Dies 1n Apparent
Suicide

An Atlanta-area pastor who led a network of charismatic
churches was found dead at his home Monday of what sources
tell Charisma News was a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Bishop
David Huskins had acknowledged suffering from heart-related
health problems and recently talked of taking time off.

Polk County Police say they found the body of Huskins inside
his home in the Meadow Lakes community late Monday afternoon,
according to a report on WGAA-AM radio in Atlanta. He was
pronounced dead on the scene. According to Polk County Police
Chief Kenny Dodd, detectives said there was no foul play
involved in the incident, but they declined elaboration about
the cause of death.

A Christian radio station in Atlanta, , reported Wednesday
that the cause of death was a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
Emails and tweets among a number of pastors and charismatic
leaders who knew Huskins said the same thing, but this could
not be independently confirmed.

Huskins founded the Cedar Lake Christian Center in Cedartown
near Atlanta and served as its senior pastor. He was also the
presiding bishop of the International Communion of Charismatic
Churches. He hosted a weekly radio program and made many
appearances on Christian television.

Huskins also had a close association with Bishop Mark
Chironna, senior pastor of an Orlando, Florida-area church,
Church on the Living Edge. A representative said Chironna was
not available for comment Wednesday but acknowledged that
Huskins had spoken at the church in the suburban community of
Longwood in the past.
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According to a statement on Huskins’ Facebook page: “Our
hearts are deeply saddened to share with you that our Bishop,
David Huskins, has joined the great cloud of witnesses this
afternoon We will have more information later that will be
posted here. Please pray for his boys and the rest of the
family, and our church family as we grieve the passing of one
of the greatest servants we have ever known.”

Polk County police referred inquiries to Chief Dodd, who was
not immediately available for comment on Wednesday.

Early last month, Huskins sent a long email to his
congregation and friends saying he needed to take some time
off to deal with health problems.

“It has been almost 20 years ago since I had open-heart
surgery to repair a hole in my heart that had become
critical,” Huskins wrote on July 10. “That started a series of
mostly ignored warnings to take care of my heart health. Then
in November, I had a mild heart attack (if there is such a
thing) and that put me on a path to great introspection of all
the areas of my life I had not properly dealt with. ..

“While I am grateful for all the Lord has allowed me to do, I
knew sometimes I had let ministry be a substitute for God. I
felt Him dealing with me to let go of areas and delegate and
release and spend more time with Him and with people not just
always in a pulpit. I had started that process much earlier
with seeking to place others in charge of the church and daily
duties but still had not relinquished the active roles.

“Then over the past few weeks I experienced congestive heart
failure twice, which forced the cancellation of our annual
conference, and now I have been told medically I am at the
point of complete exhaustion while still dealing with chronic
congestive heart failure. After three nights in I C U and
another two-night regular hospital stay along with several
follow-up heart procedures and this past week a Transient



Ischemic Attack (minor stroke) and the adaptations of all the
medicines .. and the on-going recovery process and having been
admitted to bed rest, I am now forced to make some significant
and important changes immediately.

“Even though I have been feeling it and talking about it for a
couple of years. The next 90 days minimal will be intensive
times of physical therapy and monitoring both heart and neck
arteries and avoiding the threat of another heart attack or
stroke. .. I am submitting to the precaution.

“As most of you know I wrote over a year ago about the need
for many of us to take a break, get counsel, seek a sabbatical
or otherwise make changes. We even held a January conference
around that concept. I put a plan in place for a sabbatical or
even a succession plan. We discussed many of these subjects,
but I then returned quickly to the rigors of ministry. Now it
is medically required and physically necessary for me to
adapt. .. The truth is however the need for a real sabbatical
is long over due. The effects of this mini-stroke and the
medicines along with the energy lost from the congestive heart
failures keep me very confused, often times unable to
articulate my thoughts clearly and then also all the physical
limits and battles. I am thankful that they say all that is
temporary and will be over in time.”

A friend in ministry, Sheryl Brady, tweeted a statement that
read in part, “I don’t know how to put into words just how
much the loss of my friend Bishop David Huskins has impacted
my heart. It’s hard to explain the emptiness of this moment.
Please pray for his sons, his family, his church, his friends
and all those who had the privilege of doing life with him. ..
He was a man with a true COVENANT HEART.”



