California Pastor Greg
Fairrington Hands Out COVID
Vaccine ‘Exemption Letters’

A pastor in Rocklin, California, is handing out “exemption
letters” to people who oppose taking a vaccination against
COVID-19.

Greg Fairrington, pastor of Destiny Christian Church, said he
is not anti-vaccine but is pro-freedom, particularly as it
pertains to religious liberty.

“On Sunday, we prayed for educators, nurses, doctors, and
first responders who are being mandated to get the vaccine or
lose their job,” he explained in a social media post on the
church’s account. “Many feel morally compromised by taking it
— let this prayer speak to you if you’re in the same
situation.”

During an interview with the local news outlet KCRA-TV,
Fairrington said his church has received “hundreds of phone
calls” from state government employees and health care workers
who have been mandated to take a vaccination against COVID-19.

“America is a free country,” the pastor said. “We have freedom
of religion, and if a person has a moral objection to taking a
vaccine, we want to come alongside of them.”

He went on to say that Sunday’s lines of people who wanted to
receive an “exemption letter” were “enormous,” adding people
were emotional as they received the forms.

“I wouldn’t say we’re anti-vaccine,” he told the outlet when
he was asked if he opposes the COVID-19 inoculations. “Now, if
we start looking at how some of it was developed, we would
have another conversation. But I'm [for] freedom of
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conscience. I want people to make a choice, and if a person
feels morally compromised, then we want to give them the
ability to say, ‘This is something I don’t want to participate
in. rn

“So I wouldn’t say we’re anti-vaccine at all,” Fairrington
continued. “Some of my closest and dearest friends have taken
the vaccine.”

Regarding religious exemptions, Dr. Anthony Fauci, who, in
addition to serving as director for the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, is the chief medical adviser
to President Joe Biden, believes the White House should “look
at” such waivers.

“If there is a legitimate religious exemption, fine,” he told
USA Today. “I am one of the people that respect the tenets of
religion. But if people make it up, and it’s really a
philosophical reason and they’re saying it’s religious, that’s
not good.”

Several prominent Christian leaders have encouraged people to
take a COVID-19 vaccination.

In mid-March, the Rev. Franklin Graham, president and CEO of
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s
Purse, said there could be harmful consequences if pastors
discourage their congregants from receiving the shots.
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