
Billy Graham Turns 94
On the day after President Barack Obama was re-elected, the
Rev. Billy Graham will be celebrating his 94th birthday.

“I never expected I would live this long, outliving my beloved
wife, Ruth, as well as many friends and loved ones,” Graham
said last week. “I believe God must still have a purpose for
keeping me here, and I look forward to seeing what that might
be.”

His daughter, Anne Graham Lotz, credits her father’s long life
to prayer, and said she hopes people continue to pray for her
father.  Graham’s  son,  the  Rev.  Franklin  Graham,  says  his
father has been saying since he turned 90 that he expects to
live to 95.

“Daddy at 94 years of age is still a role model to us kids,”
Franklin Graham said. “And I’m just thankful and grateful to
God that he is still with us. And his mind is—he is sharp as a
tack.”

Billy Graham’s daughters say he asked for a birthday menu of
hot dogs and apple pie. The evangelist will have a quiet
celebration  at  his  home  in  Montreat,  N.C.,  with  about  20
family members—his children, grandchildren and great-children.
“I love them all and can’t wait to see them again,” he said.

At 94 years old, Graham is far from inactive. Preparations are
underway for “My Hope,” to be launched by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic  Association  in  conjunction  with  Graham’s  95th
birthday in 2013. He fully supports the project and hopes to
be able to participate in some way as the date draws closer.

The world-famous evangelist is also still writing books. In
his most recent, Nearing Home, Graham shares how he has come
to view old age and discusses various life transitions. His
31st book, expected to release next year, is about his past
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seven decades in public ministry.

Graham also earlier this year finished a hardcover edition of
an anthology called Chicken Soup for the Soul: Billy Graham &
Me, which documents his life and legacy. It will be released
in February.

Graham’s most recent public appearance was at his home with
Republican  presidential  candidate  Mitt  Romney.  The  men
discussed  a  wide  range  of  topics  during  their  30-minute
meeting, including broad issues of faith, the moral decline in
our country and the importance of emphasizing biblical values
amid the cultural shift of America. At the end of the meeting,
Graham offered a prayer for the governor, his family and our
nation and committed his ongoing prayers and spiritual support
for him and his family.


