
Biblical  ‘Wandering  Star’?
Christmas  Comet  Makes  Final
Appearance  in  Our  Solar
System
Thursday night, right before Christmas, set your eyes on the
skies to see something that astronomers say will never pass
this way again.

Comet C/2021 A1, better known as Comet Leonard, will make a
close approach to Venus after passing by the Earth just a few
days ago.

According to Arizona University’s A News, the comet can be
seen low in the southwestern sky just around sunset.

But the comet will come so close to Venus Thursday night that
its discoverer likened it to a “cosmic close call.”

“There is a small chance Venus will pass close enough to the
comet’s path where it may pick up some dust grains in its
atmosphere,  producing  a  meteor  shower  on  our  neighboring
planet,” Gregory Leonard, a senior research specialist at the
University of Arizona Lunar and Planetary Laboratory, and the
discoverer for whom the comet is named.

While scanning the night sky last January, Leonard discovered
the comet while looking for near-Earth asteroids.

The tail of the comet was a dead giveaway, he said. Another
incredible feature is how fast it’s moving. According to Star
Walk, the comet is traveling at the speed of 43 miles per
second. Due to its speed, the comet’s position will change
every day when observers view it from the Earth.

Leonard told A News he encourages anyone who’s interested to
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try to view the comet in order to see an effect called forward
scattering. He explained that as the comet comes closer to the
sun, the comet’s tail and “coma”—a cloud of dust and gas—may
scatter  the  sunlight  from  behind,  potentially  dramatically
enhancing the comet’s brightness.

“I feel there is going to be something to be seen even for the
casual observer,” Leonard said. “Find yourself a dark sky with
a good view of the horizon, bring binoculars and I think you
may be rewarded.”
To read the rest of this story, please visit our content
partners at CBN News. {eoa}
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