Behind the Investigation

Given the magnitude and importance of the mission of Israel-
related ministries—and in an effort to help promote financial
transparency, integrity in fundraising efforts and the proper
use of donations—Charisma requested financial information from
17 Israel-related ministries.

To begin its seven-month investigation into the financial
stewardship of these ministries, Charisma requested financial
information from each organization, along with an interview
with its president or lead representative. We also obtained
the 990 tax returns that some of the ministries voluntarily
filed with GuideStar, which tracks the finances of more than
1.8 million IRS-recognized nonprofits. Under federal law,
ministries are not required to publicly disclose tax returns,
but some do so voluntarily to be financially transparent.

In its examination of ministry finances, Charisma also
consulted with the Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability (ECFA), which accredits various ministries, and
Charity Navigator, an independent nonprofit organization that
evaluates American charities. Of the 17 ministries, the
following seven are accredited by ECFA: Chosen People
Ministries, Jews for Jesus, Christian Friends of Israel,
Bridges for Peace, Maoz Israel, Jewish Voice Ministries
International and the Messianic Jewish Israel Fund.

Having worked with many of the ministries in the past and seen
their fruit up close through the years, Charisma’s intent was
not to dig up any figurative buried skeletons, but instead to
inform our readers as to the unique vision, purpose and scope
of ministry for each organization. We believe financial
stewardship goes hand in hand with this and, as a result,
celebrate those Israel-related ministries that are taking
every precaution to be faithful with what God has given them.
—Troy Anderson
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