
Activists  Express  Gratitude
Following  Presidential
Pardons
In  a  significant  act  of  clemency,  President  Donald
Trump pardoned 23 pro-life activists on Jan. 23, 2025, who had
been  convicted  under  the  Freedom  of  Access  to  Clinic
Entrances  (FACE)  Act.  These  individuals,  including  Lauren
Handy and her co-defendants, were jailed for peaceful abortion
clinic  protests.  Activists  and  families  express  gratitude,
calling  the  pardons  a  restoration  of  justice  and  First
Amendment rights.
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Lauren Handy, a 31-year-old activist, was serving a 57-month
sentence  for  her  involvement  in  a  2020  blockade  of  a
Washington, D.C., abortion clinic. Upon her release, Handy
expressed deep appreciation, stating, “President Trump saved
my life. I am eager to continue advocating for the unborn and
supporting  women  in  crisis  pregnancies.”  Her  sentiments
reflect a renewed commitment to pro-life advocacy, bolstered
by the presidential pardon.

The FACE Act, enacted in 1994, was designed to protect access
to reproductive health services. However, critics argue that
it has been used to disproportionately target peaceful pro-
life  demonstrators.  The  recent  pardons  have  reignited
discussions about the application of this law and the balance
between protecting clinic access and preserving free speech
rights.
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Joan Bell, a 76-year-old activist who spent over a year in
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prison, described her incarceration as a “badge of honor” in
the  fight  for  life.  She  emphasized,  “Our  commitment  to
defending the unborn is unwavering. This pardon renews our
strength  to  continue  this  vital  mission.”  Bell’s  resolve
underscores  the  enduring  dedication  of  pro-life  advocates,
even in the face of legal challenges.

Family members of the pardoned activists also shared their
relief and gratitude. John Hinshaw, 70, was reunited with his
family  after  serving  time  for  his  peaceful  protests.  His
daughter remarked, “Having my father back home is a blessing.
We  are  thankful  to  President  Trump  for  recognizing  the
injustice and correcting it.”

The presidential pardons have been lauded by various pro-life
organizations and religious groups. Jeanne Mancini, president
of  the  March  for  Life,  stated,  “This  act  of  mercy  is  a
significant victory for the pro-life movement. It sends a
clear message that peaceful advocacy for the unborn should not
be criminalized.”
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While  the  pardons  have  been  celebrated  within  pro-life
circles, they have also sparked debate among legal experts and
policymakers. Some view the action as a necessary correction
of overreach in prosecuting peaceful protesters, while others
express  concern  about  the  potential  implications  for  the
enforcement of laws protecting clinic access.

As the pardoned activists reintegrate into their communities,
many  express  a  renewed  determination  to  continue  their
advocacy. Herb Geraghty, 28, noted, “This experience has only
strengthened my resolve to speak out for those who cannot
speak for themselves. We will persist in our peaceful efforts
to defend life at all stages.” The unwavering commitment of



these individuals suggests a reinvigorated pro-life movement
in the wake of the pardons.

President  Trump’s  decision  to  pardon  these  23  pro-life
activists has profoundly impacted the individuals involved and
the broader pro-life community. It has reignited discussions
on  the  application  of  the  FACE  Act  and  the  rights  of
individuals to engage in peaceful protest. As these activists
return to their advocacy roles, their experiences underscore
the ongoing debates surrounding free speech, legal protections
and the pro-life cause in America.

This article originally appeared on American Faith, and is
reposted with permission.
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