
Active  Shooter  Incident  at
Temple Israel Exposes Growing
Threats to Jewish Communities
UPDATE: Authorities later confirmed that the suspected shooter
has been neutralized and the situation at Temple Israel is now
under control. Officials also confirmed that no children were
harmed during the incident. A security guard was injured after
being struck by the suspect’s vehicle during the attack. We
thank God for His protection and mercy in a situation that
could have ended far more tragically.

Original article:

Police swarmed a synagogue in suburban Detroit Thursday after
reports of an active shooter prompted a major law enforcement
response and forced nearby residents to shelter in place.

Authorities responded just before 1 p.m. to reports of shots
fired  at  Temple  Israel  in  West  Bloomfield,  Michigan.  The
situation quickly drew dozens of police vehicles from multiple
agencies as helicopters circled overhead and officers secured
the area.

Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard told reporters at the
scene that investigators believe at least one person fired
shots during the incident.

“At  least  one  person  is  believed  to  have  fired  shots,”
Bouchard said. Authorities are also investigating whether more
than one suspect may have been involved.

Officials said no injuries had been confirmed as of Thursday
afternoon.

The incident triggered a shelter in place order within a one
mile  radius  as  police  worked  to  secure  the  synagogue  and
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surrounding area.

Heavy Law Enforcement Response
The  West  Bloomfield  Police  Department  initially  alerted
residents to the situation shortly before 1 p.m., warning the
public to avoid the area while officers responded to what was
described as an “active situation.”

The Oakland County Sheriff’s Office confirmed in a Facebook
post that deputies and multiple agencies were responding to a
report of an active shooter.

Dozens of law enforcement vehicles lined Walnut Lake Road
outside  the  synagogue  complex  as  officers  established  a
perimeter.

Michigan State Police said troopers were increasing patrols at
other houses of worship across the region as a precaution.

Temple Israel is a Reform Jewish synagogue located at 5725
Walnut Lake Road.

Jewish organizations connected to the Jewish Federation of
Detroit also entered precautionary lockdown as the situation
unfolded.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer released a statement on social
media  following  the  incident.  Authorities  say  the
investigation  remains  ongoing.


