
70  People,  Including  Nuns,
Arrested  While  Protesting
Treatment  of  Immigrant
Children at Border
Police arrested dozens of protesters, including many Roman
Catholic nuns, at a rally Thursday (July 18) opposing the
Trump administration’s treatment of immigrant children along
the  Southern  border,  treatment  that  organizers  of  the
demonstration  said  amounted  to  atrocities.

Officials with the advocacy groups Faith in Public Life and
Faith in Action reported that 70 people were arrested after
hundreds of demonstrators who had gathered on the lawn of the
U.S. Capitol to sing hymns and wave signs with slogans such as
“Everyone  is  sacred”  and  “Honor  the  Children:  End  child
detention” crossed the street to enter the Russell Senate
Office Building’s rotunda.

Some of the demonstrators stopped to lie down on the rotunda
floor in the shape of a cross. They chanted the Hail Mary
prayer several times while holding images of what organizers
said were immigrant children who have died in U.S. custody.

Capitol police eventually began arresting demonstrators, among
them Jesuit brothers and nuns from orders such as the Sisters
of Mercy. The group recited the Lord’s Prayer as members were
led away to buses waiting outside, leaving images of children
scattered across the rotunda floor.

As officers escorted the handcuffed demonstrators into the
buses, observers on the sidewalk burst into applause. {eoa}
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