3I/ATLAS: Key Things to Know
About the Interstellar

Visitor Approaching Earth
This Week

The heavens are stirring in a way that is both rare and
remarkable. This week, interstellar space object 3I/ATLAS will
make its closest approach to Earth. Here’s what you need to
know about this mysterious visitor.

1. It's Only the Third Interstellar
Object Ever Confirmed

3I/ATLAS joins a very exclusive club. Only two other
interstellar objects have been confirmed in modern astronomy:
1/I‘0umuamua in 2017 and 2I/Borisov in 2019, as Smithsonian
Magazine noted. Its appearance is a reminder that the universe
is far vaster and more mysterious than we often realize.
According to Futurism, each new visitor presents an
unprecedented opportunity to study material originating
outside our solar system.

2. A Close Encounter With Earth

This week, 3I/ATLAS will pass closer to our planet than ever
before on Friday, Dec. 19. Reported by Smithsonian Magazine,
the object will be visible to those using small telescopes and
binoculars. However, it will remain invisible to the naked
eye. Observers in mid-northern latitudes are best positioned
to spot it near the constellation Leo in the pre-dawn sky.
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3. The Sunward “Anti-Tail” Jet

One of the most mysterious aspects of 3I/ATLAS is its tightly
collimated anti-tail jet pointing toward the Sun. Harvard
astronomer Avi Loeb notes that this feature is highly unusual,
as natural cometary jets are typically broader and more
diffuse. While mainstream science treats it as a natural
phenomenon, the jet’s precise alignment has fueled speculation
and intrigue.

4. It Poses No Threat

Despite its exotic origin, 3I/ATLAS is not believed to be a
danger to Earth. Its trajectory has been carefully tracked,
and while it will make a relatively close pass, there is no
possibility of collision.

5. A Reminder of God’s Vast
Universe

For those with eyes to see, 3I/ATLAS 1is more than just a
comet. It’'s a reminder of the vastness of God’s creation and
the mysteries that await us in the heavens. As this
interstellar object passes through our solar system, it
invites reflection on our place in the universe and the
majesty of the God who set the stars in motion.
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