World Happiness Report 2026:
The ‘Happiest Countries’ List
Everyone Is Talking About

The 2026 World Happiness Report is making headlines again, and
the same nations continue to dominate the top spots. The
rankings claim to identify where people are living the most
fulfilled lives.

Here is the list drawing global attention.

Top 10 Happiest Countries in the World
(2026)

. Finland

. Iceland

. Denmark

. Costa Rica
. Sweden

. Norway

. Netherlands
. Israel

. Luxembourg
. Switzerland
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Northern Europe once again controls the rankings. Finland
holds the No. 1 position for the ninth straight year. These
countries share similar models, strong centralized systems,
expansive social programs and high levels of coordination
across society.

Costa Rica stands out as the only Latin American country near
the top. Israel ranks eighth despite ongoing regional
conflict.
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The United States comes in at No. 23, with Canada at No. 25
and the United Kingdom at No. 29.

Then the bigger question emerges.

How They Measure “Happiness”

The report bases its rankings on survey responses from people
in 147 countries using the Cantril Ladder, where individuals
rate their lives from 0 to 10.

It then analyzes six specific factors:

= GDP per capita

» Life expectancy

= Social support

 Freedom to make life choices
= Generosity

* Perceptions of corruption

These metrics are averaged over a three-year period to produce
the final rankings.

This framework defines what the report calls happiness.
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Order Amanda Grace’s New Book, “Brace For Impact” on !

Who Is Behind the Rankings

The report is produced by the Wellbeing Research Centre at the
University of Oxford in partnership with Gallup and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network.

That partnership defines the outcome.

The United Nations plays a direct role in shaping the
framework, promoting a vision of society built on centralized
control, global policy alignment and economic restructuring.



The system rewards nations that follow that model.

This 1is not a neutral list. It reinforces a specific
worldview.

A Pattern That Keeps Repeating

The same types of countries rise to the top year after year.
Nations that align with global governance priorities dominate
the rankings, while countries built on independence and
national sovereignty fall behind.

The criteria may include income, health and social trust, but
the underlying definition of success reflects the priorities
of global institutions.

Control the definition of happiness and the results follow.

Where Is Faith in A1l of This

One question rises above the data and the rankings.
Where is God in any of this?

The report defines happiness through the Cantril Ladder and
six measurable factors: GDP per capita, life expectancy,
social support, freedom to make life choices, generosity and
perceptions of corruption. It builds an entire global ranking
on material conditions, social systems and personal
perception.

It leaves out faith entirely.

That omission stands in direct contrast to a large body of
research showing that people with active religious faith
consistently report higher 1life satisfaction, stronger
resilience and deeper meaning. Faith communities provide
connection, purpose and stability that extend far beyond
economic or political conditions.



Scripture makes the foundation even clearer. “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the Lord” (Ps. 33:12). “In Your presence
is fullness of joy” (Ps. 16:11).

True fulfillment is not produced by systems or governments. It
flows from relationship with God.

Yet this UN-backed report removes that variable completely and
presents a definition of happiness built only on human
structures.

That raises a serious question.

If faith consistently strengthens wellbeing, why 1is it
excluded from a report claiming to measure it?

The absence is not accidental. It reveals the framework behind
the rankings and the worldview shaping them.

Read the List With Discernment

The rankings will continue to circulate and influence public
perception. But this is more than a list of satisfied
populations.

It is a reflection of the ideology behind the institutions
producing it.

The world is being told what happiness looks like.
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