Why You Should Put Down That
Melon Right Now

The head of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Sunday
urged residents of eight U.S. states to check for recalled
pre-cut melon that is linked to an outbreak of Salmonella.

The FDA and U.S. Centers for Disease Control are investigating
an outbreak linked to 60 illnesses and at least 31
hospitalizations in five states. No deaths have been reported
and the agencies urged residents in the eight states to throw
out any melon that may have been recalled.

On Friday, Caito Foods LLC, a unit of SpartanNash Co, recalled
fresh-cut watermelon, honeydew melon, cantaloupe and fresh-cut
mixed fruit products containing one of those melons produced
at a Caito Foods facility in Indianapolis.

The recalled products were distributed to Georgia, Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio
and sold in clear, plastic containers at stores including
Costco Wholesale Corp, Kroger Co, Payless, Owen’s, Sprouts,
Trader Joe’'s, Walgreens, Walmart Inc and Whole Foods, a unit
of Inc.

FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb in a Twitter post late on
Sunday urged people in the eight states to check the “fridge
and freezer for recalled pre-cut melon linked to Salmonella
outbreak.”

Of the 60 cases reported to date, 32 were reported 1in
Michigan.

“Reports of illnesses linked to these products are under
investigation, and Caito Foods is voluntarily recalling the
products out of an abundance of caution,” the company said in
a statement, adding it “has ceased producing and distributing
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these products as the company and FDA continue their
investigation.”

Salmonella can result in serious illness and produce
significant and potentially fatal infections 1in young
children, frail or elderly people and others with weakened
immune systems the company said.

The CDC said evidence suggested that melon supplied by Caito
Foods “is a likely source of this multistate outbreak.”

The investigation 1s ongoing to determine if products went to
additional stores or states, the agencies said. {eoa}
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