
Why  Jesus  Refused  to  Be  a
Peacekeeper
Are you a peacekeeper? Do you run around trying to make sure
everyone is happy? I bet that is a pretty exhausting way to go
through life. The truth is that even though Jesus is the
Prince of Peace, He wasn’t a peacekeeper. Rather, He was a
peacemaker. Peacekeepers are governed by wanting to please
people  and  make  sure  that  everyone  is  always  happy.  The
problem with this kind of thinking is that peacekeepers put
bandages on broken hose pipes, which is only a symptomatic
cure and never actually fixes the roots of problems.

Jesus wasn’t afraid to do things that would offend people. He
knew He was on a mission, and He did what His Father told Him
to do, which sometimes meant upsetting the crowd. He lived out
the truth that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
(Prov. 9:10). I want to propose to you that the fear of men is
the beginning of a person’s downfall. If we want to be good
leaders, whether that means in our ministries, our families or
our businesses, we must learn how to lead people without being
afraid of them.

Leaders Fear God, Not Men

Check out today’s Monday Motivation that I took from one of my
Facebook Live videos for more on breaking out of the fear of
man:

In a nutshell:

Great leaders are peacemakers, not peacekeepers.
Jesus refused to make peace by making everything and
everyone equal. He had boundaries.
Being a good leader means not always having to explain
yourself, because leaders can’t always share every piece
of information on sensitive subjects.
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If you fear people, you’re not leading them but rather
they are leading you.
Realize that, if you’re going to be a great leader,
there  will  be  times  when  your  followers  will
misunderstand  you.

Takeaway for the Week

Let’s be the kind of leaders who want to please God over
pleasing  man,  who  lead  others  into  trusting  God  in  every
situation and who love our congregation enough to prioritize
leading them over pleasing them. This is one of the most
difficult parts of being a leader, but it’s part of what comes
with the responsibility. I want to reiterate and leave you
with this verse for the week: Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding.” How can you be a leader who fears
God over man this week? Let me know in the comments! {eoa}
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