Why Does Our Civilization
Choose Communism’s Servitude
Over Liberty?

During the U.S. presidential campaign of 1960, John Kennedy
would sometimes end his speeches with a particularly moving
Abraham Lincoln quote. In Towson, Maryland, on Sept. 16,
Kennedy presented it like this:

During the campaign of 1860, Lincoln wrote to a friend, “‘I
know there is a God and that He hates injustice. I see the
storm coming and I know His hand is in it. If He has a place
and a part for me, I believe that I am ready.” Kennedy
continued, “Now, 100 years later, we know there is a God and
that He hates injustice, and we see the storm coming. But if
He has a place and a part for us, I believe we are ready.”
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He used the quote again in Cleveland, Ohio, a few days later.
This time after presenting the Lincoln quote, he made his
point even more clear. “Now, 100 years later .. the issue 1is
not whether this nation will exist half-slave or half-free,
but whether the world will.”

In those red-hot days of cold war, the slavery of communism
encroached on more and more of the world. The liberal Democrat
from Massachusetts made its defeat central to his presidential
campaign. Like his Republican friend and political opponent,
Richard Nixon, Kennedy had a long history of working against
communism.
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You can take a cynical point of view and say, “In those days,
it was just good politics to fight the commies.” Maybe so. But
why then and not now? What changed? Why is communism with 1its
godless rule of an elite few, taught unabashedly on American
campuses? Why do the most capitalistic organizations on
earth—American corporations—give obeisance as well as millions
of dollars to organizations run by avowed Marxists?

Why does our civilization careen toward servitude instead of
liberty? Most thought communism was defeated with the fall of
the Soviet Union. But today, it and other totalitarian
ideologies are growing everywhere, especially in the United
States. The answer boils down to a principle expressed
in Proverbs 14:34 (KJV). “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but
sin 1s a reproach to any people.”
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