Why Christians Need to Be
Prophetic Voices Against
Injustice

America needs the spirit of Martin Luther King, Jr. It needs
strong Christian leaders speaking the truth in love. Leaders
who are prophetic voices, crying out against sin and
injustice, calling people to the feet of Jesus through acts of
mercy and non-violence.

Dr. King was not only a man of prayer but also action. Through
his dedicated preaching, teaching, writing and marching, he
led a movement that helped change the unjust laws of
segregation in the United States. Hearts and minds were
transformed through his scripturally based philosophy and
leadership.

The church should not hibernate within its four walls.
Instead, it should be mobilized and take-action while praying.
Acts of mercy and compassion should be constant, flowing out
into the streets through power evangelism. This needs to be a
lifestyle of love, not just an annual branded and marketed
one-week campaign of kindness. The church’s social action must
not compromise sharing the gospel, being saturated in prayer.

I remember being part of an evangelistic small group when, 1in
the year 2000, over 400 anarchists came to Eugene, Oregon.
They wanted to have illegal concerts under the bridges and in
the parks of the city for several days. This festival was
leading up to a “reenactment” of the previous year’s Father’s
Day riot. The county was on edge. And we had 24 hours of
prayer in the basement of a church, where we also prepared
food and other necessities for the outreach.

Food, water and blankets were given to the anarchists and to
the police. Some of the anarchists told us that we were the
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first Christians ever to reach out to them. Hearing this I was
grieved, knowing that it is tragic when the church does not
reach certain segments of people due to differences. The
anarchists tried to look and act intimidating, but through
conversation we saw they are flawed people looking for answers
in a messed-up world, needing God’s love just like everyone
else.

On the day of the “reenactment,” I was carrying water jugs
just in case the riot police would use tear gas. Both the cops
and the anarchists knew who we were and what we were doing. We
were revealing Christ’s love to everyone during those troubled
times. I prayed in the Spirit out loud while the police worked
hard at keeping the peace for the community. But I saw hatred
at work as well.

I learned early on in life that hate blinds us to the truth.
If we hate fellow Christians, then we walk in darkness and are
spiritually blind (1 John 2:11). Hatred is to be put to death
when we are in Christ (Col. 3:5-11). Hate and “anti-hate”
groups are haters when both use the same tactics, instigating
violence and intimidation to stop the other’s agenda. They are
consumed with their ideology, blind to the repercussions of
their hatred and lawlessness. Innocent people and family are
caught in-between.

Haters are spiritually bound, while their violence and lack of
rhetoric shows that they are uncivil and unreasonable. Their
pride eventually leads to a fall (Prov. 16:18). Their actions
and time in prison emotionally imprisons their friends and
family. What works best is love, as Proverbs 10:12 says,
“Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins.”

Followers of Jesus are called to love. In John 13:34-35, Jesus
said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one

another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.” Our actions need to line up



with Jesus’ life. Living in a prejudiced culture, Jesus broke
racial and social barriers. In talking with the Samaritan
woman at the well in John 4, Jesus brought salvation to a
group of people considered “inferior” by the Jews. He modeled
racial reconciliation and forgiveness in a hostile political
environment, and He expected His followers to do the same.

In Matthew 28:19, Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” The koine Greek word for
“nations” 1is ethne, defined as “nations” and “people,”
(William D. Mounce’s Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New
Testament, pagel63). Political boundaries are not implied, but
ethnic groups are. Jesus was stating that the gospel is for
all races, people and cultures. God’s love is for everyone.

The message of love needs to be applied around the world. God
is love (1 John 4:8). He loved us so much that He sent His Son
who died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead
(John 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:3-6). The only hope the world needs
is found in Jesus. While the world is rioting, looting and
screaming at one another, we need to be the rational voice of
reason and dialogue, holding firmly to the word of life (Phil.
2:16).

Colossians 3:12-15 says, “So embrace, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, a spirit of mercy, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, and longsuffering. Bear with one another and
forgive one another. If anyone has a quarrel against anyone,
even as Christ forgave you, so you must do. And above all
these things, embrace love, which is the bond of perfection.
Let the peace of God, to which also you are called in one
body, rule in your hearts. And be thankful.”
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