Who Told You to Try Again?

I love the optimism that Charles Schulz gave to Charlie Brown.

Charlie was birthed in the comic strip, “Peanuts.” Many of us
grew up reading the funny pages and “Peanuts” was a
staple. Charlie Brown went on to star in theater, television
and on the silver screen.

I rooted for CB every time Lucy offered to hold a football for
him as he would attempt to kick an imaginary field goal. Lucy
successfully tempted CB to make his run to kick the ball and
always, at the last minute, she would pull the ball away and
Charlie would soar into the air and crash. I didn’t see every
cartoon, so maybe one day Lucy let him kick it.

It was easy for many of us to identify with Charlie Brown. We
have all had our ball to kick. We, too, have endured
antagonists, real and imagined. Charlie Brown and his tribe
provided many opportunities for us to see ourselves through
laughter.

I rooted for Charlie Brown every time he lined up to make his
run for the kick. I knew Lucy was going to yank the ball
away. I think even he knew she was going to do it to him
again. But every time he ran, he ran with all his might,
believing that this was the time she would let him kick it.

Leaders often develop similar blind optimism. “This time 1is
different. We can do this. Let’s try again.”

We’ve all had our Lucys that convince us that circumstances
have changed. It’s safe to go back into the water. We find out
soon, that if we keep doing things the same way, we end up
with the same results.

Optimism is often irrelevant.

Effective leaders are gifted with discernment. If a project
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isn’t going well and things seem to be messy, pray for the
Holy Spirit to reveal the way forward. If I would have prayed
this prayer more often, there would have been many footballs I
wouldn’t have tried to kick.

I believe in the revelatory power of the Spirit of God. I
believe 1in spiritual discernment. There 1s a spiritual
difference between optimism and faith.

A fresh anointing may require a new path.
Charlie Brown should have played soccer.

P.S. Do you subscribe to Ministry Today? Will you please
consider doing it?

With the link below you will receive my special publisher’s
offer. Our baseline subscription is $. My offer to you is a
one-year subscription (6 issues) for $.

I'd like to know what you think of Ministry Today and would
love to hear from you.

Please click here today for the Dr. Greene special.

Today'’s Scripture

“Then you will again discern between the righteous and the
wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve
Him” (Mal. 3:18).




Platform Tip No. 85

When I was courting my wife in 1973, I remember writing to her
every day. We didn’t have text messages or email. We had pen
and paper in the dark ages.

Last week, she showed me a few of the notes I wrote to her. I
wondered who that terrible writer was who wrote to her!

It wasn’t a burden to write to her. I couldn’t write enough. I
never considered she would grow tired of hearing about how
much I loved her.

I had a clear message and I showed up every day.

Forty-three years later, I continue to believe that drip
marketing is highly effective.

Do you want to learn more about developing your personal
platform?

Send for my free series of lessons titled, “The Fundamentals
of Creating, Curating and Developing Content for Multiple
Platforms.” Send your request to: platform@.

This is an exclusive offer to Ministry Today and “Greenelines”
readers.

We will not share your email address with anyone.
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