Where Can You Find an On-Fire
Church-With No Tongues?

A question was posted to a local Facebook group, and while I
applaud anyone’s desire to be involved in an on-fire church,
the request revealed something troubling.

“Where can I find an on-fire church .. with no tongues?”

That was the question.

The answer? Nowhere.

Such a church doesn’t exist. The concept is quite impossible.
Defining an On-Fire Church

Of course, it’'s entirely possible to find a church that is
vibrant and passionate about Jesus without the gift of tongues
in operation. There are many such places where you can
connect, grow and enjoy godly relationships. You can serve, go
on mission trips, study the Bible together and experience an
emotionally satisfying community of faith. There are such
churches represented by most every authentic Christian
denomination (or non-denomination).

However, the individual wasn’t asking about vibrant churches.
They specifically sought out an on-fire church. I maintain my
contention that it is impossible to find a church that’s
authentically on fire without tongues manifesting.

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them
and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4, ESV).
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There 1s an immeasurable difference between a vibrant
community of faith and one that’'s marked by the fire of the
Holy Spirit. When a church is birthed and bathed in fervent,
supernatural prayer, and unlimited room is given for the Holy
Spirit to blow and burn in their midst, the resulting fire is
indescribable. Incomparable. Other-worldly.

To be on fire is not to be emotionally excited. To be consumed
by biblical fire is a spiritual reality. The Spirit of God
breathes in and through us and ignites a supernatural flame
that defies description.

Simply, there is an anointing that rests on churches that
embrace the gift of tongues. You’ll notice in the passage of
Scripture above that tongues of fire rested on everyone there.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they all spoke
in tongues.

I'm not going to dive into a teaching on the different types
of tongues, but to briefly address those who are convinced
that the Bible teaches that “all don’t speak in tongues,”
suffice it to say that there are multiple types of tongues.
All can speak (or sing) in the personal gift of tongues. Not
all, however, operate in other types of tongues such as
“tongues and interpretation.” I’'d encourage you to study out
the differences.

An on-fire church is an Acts 2 church where all have the
opportunity to be baptized in the fire of the Holy Spirit. In
fact, a true on-fire church will manifest groans of
intercession and a supernatural release of God moving through
all in attendance.

“The Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26-27).

Large Scale Resistance to the Gift of Tongues



I contacted two churches in my area that by all appearances
were full of life and devoted to Jesus. I watched some of the
worship online and people were legitimately engaging with
lifted hands and at least a measure of visible passion. What
I'm trying to communicate is that they appeared to be Spirit-
filled churches.

I scoured their websites looking for a statement of faith or
any evidence that they affirmed the gifts of the Spirit. I
found nothing that remotely gave me confidence that I’'d be
stepping into an on-fire, charismatic church should I choose
to visit.

So, I emailed them. The first church copied and pasted their
vague beliefs from the website I already studied. Here was my
reply:

“Thanks! Can you let me know your stance on the gifts of the
Spirit? For example, during your services do people pray or
sing in tongues? Are their words of knowledge? I appreciate
it! Blessings to you all!”

I never heard back from them.
The second church never replied at all.

Very interestingly, the first church was quick to reply to the
Facebook post this article is about. “Where can I find an on-
fire church .. with no tongues?” A representative from the
church claimed their church fit their requirements perfectly.
Many other suggestions of other churches were offered as well.

I find it even more disturbing that churches that presume to
be Spirit-filled are all too often minimizing the gifts of the
Spirit and even forbidding the gift of tongues during the
service. The seeker-sensitive paradigm has overtaken many
churches as they seek to make everybody as comfortable as
possible.
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