
When God Disappoints Us
Some of the greatest challenges to our faith are those
moments  when  we  must  endure  the  cold  blight  of  a

disappointment. The greater the anticipation, the greater the
disappointment  when  we  fail  to  receive  what  we  have
anticipated.

There is no shield that can keep away the days that come to
teach our hearts submission to God’s will and purpose for us.
There are no roses so fragrant that they dismiss for us the
tingling sensations of brokenness that come upon us when we
see our expectations cave in.

It comes as if it will not leave, but you can be sure that is
not so. It will go, and the sun will come again and rebuke the
clouds  that  have  hidden  the  light  of  God’s  purpose  from
shining through to you.

As much as it pleases God to bless you, there will be moments
when  everything  you  try  goes  up  in  smoke.  There  will  be
moments when the one you counted on most walks away and leaves
you groping through blinding tears and wailing questions of
why.  Plans  and  goals  can  be  circumvented  by  the  most
disappointing  of  times,  leaving  you  learning  the  art  of
patience and the acceptance of a denied request.

Nevertheless, there is within the human capacity a tenacious
instinct of survival that kicks in when we are at our lowest.
It enables us to succeed through the storms of life. They will
not overthrow you if you learn to trust God even when you
can’t trace Him.

You may not know why you have had to face the chilling winds
of despair, but trust God to renew you. Just live on.

He is so wise. He knows the greater truths that can only be
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realized by beholding both today and tomorrow in one glance.
He must, as a good father, deny requests that would insult the
greater destiny He has prepared for those who are His.

“Submission” is a word many hearts resist even when they read
it  in  the  Word.  But  submission  can  be  a  friend  to  the
struggling heart of a victim that has been chained to the will
of God. Rather than burn your hands and hearts by wrestling to
break free from the grip that holds you, just submit.

Why would you resist the One to whom you have entrusted your
future? It is safe to trust Him. He will not fail you.

He watches out for you, and His eyes are keen! When He says
no,  you  ought  to  say  yes!  He  would  never  interrupt  or
embarrass  you  if  He  didn’t  see  something  ahead  that
necessitated  the  answer  He  gave.

The real issue is a matter of trust-trusting the Father to
know what is best for any of us. He will not withhold any good
thing from you. If it were good, He would have said yes.

That thing that is not coming to you may seem good. But either
the timing is wrong, or from His position He can see that the
future of it is bleak. I have always believed that people who
thank God only for delivering them from what happened are just
scraping the surface of praise. The real praise comes when you
start thanking Him for what could have happened but didn’t
because of His swift grace!

Celebration should be leaping out of your heart. Trusting God
transforms calamity into testimony. Knowing He cares too much
for you to abuse you and is too wise to be wrong causes a
wounded heart to serenade the heavens. When we begin to know
Him rather than just serve Him, we can trust His vision, His
wisdom and His insight, even when He does not explain what we
thought we needed to know.

Many  people  rejoice  about  the  opening  of  doors.  I  can



understand why the heart sings when the hand of God moves the
obstacle out of the way. The eye can see the way made, and the
feet begin to dance toward a brighter future.

But I want to challenge you to go a step further into the
deeper sovereign truth of a closed door. We can readily accept
His authority when it is used to perform what we know to be a
favor. The real challenge of submission is to submit when the
human  will  would  have  chosen  another  way.  This  is  the
graduation exercise of faith and the commencement service of a
trust for those whose dependency and reliance is upon the
manifold wisdom of God.

It is significant to understand that the shut door is just as
much a move of God as the open one (see Rev. 3:7). It is an
action predetermined by the wisdom of a Father who knows what
is best. He does emphatically shut doors. There is no purpose
in any of us trying to pray open, work open or pry open what
God has shut.

If the door is closed by the enemy, and he is trying to get
you to give up on your dream, prayer and praise will unlock
it. But if the door is closed by a sovereign decision of an
all-wise God, and prayer and praise do not open it, then you
must accept His decision.

That doesn’t mean the door cannot be opened. It just means
that “no man” can open it. If God doesn’t open the door, it
cannot be opened. If He doesn’t do it, you don’t want it to be
done. There is a difference between a door Satan has jammed
and a door God has locked from you.

It may not be a permanent lock. God may be saying, Not at this
time. If it is a timed no, it may be God’s way of bringing you
to a place of submission. Only a praying heart that turns to
Him can determine the answer. Prayer does work. If you pray,
He does have the key, and He can open the door (see 2 Chron.
7:13-15).



If in prayer the hinges do not move and the latch does not
unclasp, then we must conclude that God has for our betterment
shut  the  door.  Do  not  pout  like  a  child  who  has  become
accustomed to getting his or her way. That response says you
have not accepted discipline.

Perhaps the need for discipline is what has shut the door in
the first place. The spoiled child may be getting weaned from
the tantrums and sulking that accompany the untrained. This is
hard, but it is also right!

I want you to learn the art of rejoicing when He says no.
Rejoice, because if Satan is at work, your attitude will make
his efforts futile. The enemy will get discouraged if you
don’t encourage him with your depression!

But I also want you to learn the ability to thank God when the
answer is irrevocably, unalterably and emphatically no. It may
sound insane, but trust me on this. It is all good! You see,
He is working on your behalf.

Some of my greatest moments with God have come when I said yes
to His corrections and decisions. Satan was defeated, and God
was worshiped by my trust in His sovereign will for my life.

Doesn’t that hurt? At first, but when I remind myself of God’s
love for me and rest in the knowledge that He would never hurt
me,  disappointment  dissipates  and  love  emanates  from  the
comfort of His embrace. I am His child. I relax and say thank
you.

Our problem is that we have never been loved by anyone in the
way that God loves us. We have nothing with which we can
compare His love. If we could ever fathom it—His love alone
would heal the aching of our broken hearts. He absolutely
adores each one of us.

Recognize that He has been speaking to you through all your
circumstances. He is the One you need when life has wounded



you and you have fallen from your nesting place like a bird.
It is His hand that catches the falling soul. Then He casts it
to the wind and commands it to fly again.

You have been called out and separated by God. You were not
created to be popular. You were not called to cliques or
clubs. You were chosen to fit in the hands of God who has
already accepted you.

How I want you to know the height and the depth of His
unfathomable love for you!

You would not be so critical of yourself or so worried about
public opinion if you were to know the opinion of God. His
thoughts toward you are good and not evil.

Some of you have never been secure in the love of your natural
father, and it affects how you view your heavenly Father. But
He  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice  just  to  prove  to  you  the
authenticity of His love.

You may not see it or understand it, but He absolutely loves
you. Not just when you are right. He loves you even when you
are wrong. That is what gives you the power to right the
wrongs you’ve made.

You  are  special  and  vibrant,  full  of  potential  and
possibilities. You are the daughter of a King, who spared no
expense to pay the ransom that delivered you from the things
that held you hostage.

A no from Him is as sweet as a yes. Your life is about to
crescendo into a symphony of praise. When His plan unfolds,
you will be glad you didn’t settle for your own way.

Go quickly into His presence; climb upon His knee; lay your
head on His breast. Cry if you must, but talk to Him. Let Him
cleanse you of sin and purge you of pride. He loves you just
as much when He says no as He does when He says yes.



T.D.  Jakes  is  the  author  of  several  best-selling  books,
including  Woman,  Thou  Art  Loosed!,  Help,  I’m  Raising  My
Children Alone and The Lady, Her Lover, and Her Lord. He is
the founder and pastor of The Potter’s House in Dallas, Texas,
one of the fastest-growing churches in the nation.


