What Money Can’t Buy

The scene in North Carolina was a familiar one: Traditional
marriage supporters were outspent two to one and were
subjected to smear campaigns that painted them as bigots for
merely upholding their moral convictions. Yet despite
irresponsible and deceptive media coverage, North Carolina
voted overwhelmingly to affirm the traditional definition of
marriage, 61 percent to 39 percent.

Once again, black voters—many of whom are Democrats and voted
for President Obama in 2008-proved pivotal in passing the
amendment to the state constitution, which defined marriage as
the union of one man and one woman. NBC News noted that areas
like Hertford County, which is 60 percent black, supported
Amendment One with 70 percent of its vote. All this was
despite a concerted effort by Gay, Lesbian, Transgendered and
Bisexual (LGBT) activists to sway black opinion and the
compromise of a handful of high-profile black pastors on the
issue. -

The victory for traditional marriage enraged LGBT activists,
whose money and insults were unable to buy public approval of
their lifestyle choices in North Carolina. Then on May 9,
President Barack Obama sat down with ABC News’ Robin Roberts
and stated, “I’'ve just concluded that for me personally it is
important for me to go ahead and affirm that I think same-sex
couples should be able to get married.” And so Obama revealed
to the nation what many of us worried was in his heart for
quite a while: He does not believe that marriage is the
fundamental unit of society, existing primarily to raise and
nurture children. Instead he sees it as a legal arrangement
that exists for the emotional gratification of adults.

Within hours of the interview, fundraising letters went out on
behalf of President Obama’s reelection campaign, highlighting
the courage of his statement. The pro-homosexual marriage
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crowd worked hard to overshadow the press. None of this should
surprise us too much. Remember that last July, Obama declared
his belief that the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) should be
repealed.

DOMA, signed into law by Bill Clinton, affirmed the rights of
states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other
states. Shortly after Obama’s statement on same-sex marriage,
Sen. Harry Reid expressed enthusiasm for the idea of repealing
DOMA. According to Politico, he also voiced his expectation
that the Democratic Party’s national platform will be revised
to include a stance in support of gay marriage.

So LGBT activists have learned that money and bullying tactics
can buy you a few black leaders—some pastors even-but they
cannot buy you the conscience of black America. I can already
hear leftists wringing their hands, declaring that the real
needs of the black community are economic, not the protection
of traditional values.

Next, an army of black “civil rights” leaders came forth
supporting same-sex marriage, culminating with the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Despite the
multi-million dollar campaigns for homosexual marriage, the
net result is that grass-roots black and Hispanic Christians
are not going along with “politics” as usual. The lesson here
is that LGBT activists can buy a few black leaders—some
pastors even-but they cannot buy the conscience of black and
brown America.

Many leaders in our country are beginning to believe that
restoring the family and defending the institution of marriage
could be the first steps to a social reclamation of marriage.
More specifically, studies show that families consisting of
married parents actually reduce a child’s chances of living
below the poverty line by 80 percent.

During the 1990s, redefining marriage to include same-sex



couples sparked a well-documented explosion in out-of-wedlock
births in Scandinavian countries. Many wise people have noted
that words that mean everything mean nothing; the more broadly
marriage is defined, the less powerful it is to bind families
together. And the weaker family bonds become, the more
children suffer.

Countless leaders suspect that the president made his
announcement in May in order to placate activists disappointed
by the marriage amendment passed in North Carolina. He also
hoped that the distractions of Memorial Day, graduations,
family vacations and a host of other things would give
Americans of all races a “convenient amnesia” by November.

His plan won’t work! Why? There are several factors to which
his advisers may not have given enough attention. First, his
open affirmation of the redefinition of marriage confirms to
anyone apathetic about the issue that there is a real threat
to traditional marriage; I truly hope this will add fuel to
the fire in states like Maryland, where we have fought to get
the issue on the ballot in November.

Second, while it is true that many blacks will support the
president regardless of his position on marriage, the entire
black community does not need to become disillusioned with
President Obama for him to be in trouble in the general
election. Those of us who were paying attention will remember
that President Bush won Florida and Ohio in 2004 because of a
7 to 11 percent shift in the black vote.

Blacks and Latinos have suffered more under President Obama’s
economic policies than almost anyone else, and they are among
the most vocal opponents of his “evolving” views on the sacred
institution of marriage. If Republicans are smart, they will
make both economic growth and protecting marriage a central
part of their agenda this November.

As far as next steps are concerned visit my website, , for



more information.



