
What  Makes  You  a  Spiritual
Baby
A thought dawned on me the other day as I was taking care of
my nephew, Finn. He’s about 3 years old now and loves to talk!
When he was first learning how to talk, it was refreshing to
hear him say, “I want a drink,” or “I need to go potty.”

The guessing game ended, and we were happy to meet his needs.
But as he got older, things started to change. I started to
notice it on a family trip this summer.

Everything was, “I want this or I want that.” When he was a
bit younger, it was perfectly fine and we even enjoyed that he
could communicate these things to us.

But now, as he is getting older, he is having to learn that
life  isn’t  about  what  he  wants.  Instead  of  running  into
grandma and grandpa’s house yelling, “I want _____!” he will
start to learn how to spend time with them, give hugs, and go
without apple juice once in a while. This is all a normal part
of maturity.

As I was pondering all of this, it dawned on me that I have
been acting like a 3-year-old with God. When I spend time with
Him it’s, “I want, I need and so on.” I forgot what it meant
to simply spend time with God and show appreciation.

I had started a habit of basing my relationship with God on
wants and needs. Even though we may have realistic and even
healthy needs and wants, they are not the be all and end all
of our spiritual lives. How often do we spend on our knees for
others?

How often do we worship and praise God outside of church? Do
we even recognize that God desires to spend time with us? God
wants  us  to  know  more  of  Him  and  He  eagerly  awaits  the
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opportunity to pour into us, teach us, disciple us and love
us.

When we act like spiritual babies and desire nothing more from
God than for Him to meet our needs, we limit what He can do
for us and through us. We stop maturing spiritually. I want to
live close with God and know His heart. I’ll be the first to
admit my spiritual immaturity, and I’m ready to take steps to
maturity!
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