
Was Jesus a Socialist? Part 4
(Final)
This is part four of a four-part essay. Click these links for
part one, part two, and part three. The empirical evidence
today  is  overwhelming  that,  as  Montesquieu  observed  two
centuries ago, “Countries are well cultivated, not as they are
fertile, but as they are free.”[7] Nations possessing the most
economic freedom (and the smallest governments) have higher
rates of long-term economic growth and are more prosperous
than  those  that  engage  in  socialistic  and  redistributive
practices. The countries with the lowest levels of economic
freedom  also  have  the  lowest  standards  of  living.  Free
countries and their people are the greatest charitable givers,
whereas on net balance, socialist ones are decisively on the
receiving  end.  Why  is  this  relevant?  Because  you  can’t
redistribute  anything  to  anybody  if  it’s  not  created  by
somebody  in  the  first  place,  and  the  evidence  strongly
suggests  that  the  only  lasting  thing  that  socialist  and
redistributive arrangements do for poor people is give them
lots of company. In Jesus’s teachings and in many other parts
of the New Testament, Christians — indeed, all people — are
advised to be of “generous spirit,” to care for one’s family,
to help the poor, to assist widows and orphans, to exhibit
kindness and to maintain the highest character. How all that
gets translated into the dirty business of coercive, vote-
buying, politically driven redistribution schemes is a problem
for  prevaricators  with  agendas.  It’s  not  a  problem  for
scholars of what the Bible actually says and doesn’t say.
Search your conscience. Consider the evidence. Be mindful of
facts. Ask yourself: When it comes to helping the poor, would
Jesus prefer that you give your money freely to the Salvation
Army or at gunpoint to the welfare department? Jesus was no
dummy. He was not interested in the public professions of
charitableness  in  which  the  legalistic  and  hypocritical
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Pharisees were fond of engaging. He dismissed their self-
serving, cheap talk. He knew it was often insincere, rarely
indicative of how they conducted their personal affairs, and
always a dead end with plenty of snares and delusions along
the way. It would hardly make sense for him to champion the
poor by supporting policies that undermine the process of
wealth creation necessary to help them. In the final analysis,
he would never endorse a scheme that doesn’t work and is
rooted in envy or theft. In spite of the attempts of many
modern-day  progressives  to  make  him  into  a  welfare-state
redistributionist, Jesus was nothing of the sort. ENDNOTES: 1.
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