Walt Disney’s Grand Vision
Succumbs to Woke Nightmare

Many years ago, the late Walt Disney so succinctly captured
the purpose behind his work, the cornerstone that inspired
everything he touched, from film to animation to theme parks
on both sides of the country. He said, “That’s what we
storytellers do. We restore order with imagination. We instill
hope again and again and again.”

And that is exactly what he did: Disney taught generations of
Americans profound moral lessons. He gave them fantastical
escapes from the hardships of reality and the doldrums of
daily life. And all of it, as he famously said, “started with
a mouse.”

Somewhere along the way, though, that hopeful imagination has
been lost. No longer is the fantasy Walt Disney described
“restoring order.” Nowadays, it seems, it’s sowing disorder.

In recent days, Disney’s core mission has been subsumed by
another fantasy—a fictional creation concocted by the Left and
the media. One centered on a piece of legislation in Florida,
a law intentionally mischaracterized by the press as the
“Don’t Say Gay bill.” In reality, the five-page legislation
simply dictates public school educators may not provide
classroom instruction on sexual orientation or gender identity
from pre-K through third grade.

Here's where the fantasy comes in: The word “gay” never once
appears in the bill, and there is no ban on the usage of the
word in Florida classrooms or anywhere else in the state. That
fact, however, hasn’'t stopped celebrities, media figures and
politicians from 1leading their fans, followers and
constituents to believe otherwise. Some have even taken to
posting videos of themselves melodramatically singing the word
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“gay” on their social media accounts.

At one time, Disney was the portal out of this kind of
nonsense. It was a fantastical escape from the frustrations
splashed across the news. Now, unfortunately, Disney 1is a
vehicle for the nonsense.

Bob Chapek, the chief executive of the Walt Disney Company,
first offered a glimmer of hope. He initially did what
companies have done for centuries: He stayed out of it. The
CEO, facing pressure, chose not to entangle the beloved family
brand in a political fight over a Florida law centered on
parental rights, even acknowledging such actions are
“counterproductive.”

I have to imagine if Walt Disney were alive today, he would’ve
done the same. Maybe the company could benefit from a new
mantra: W-W-W-D. What would Walt do? But I digress.

Alas, the pressure proved too much. Although Chapek reportedly
worries Disney 1s drifting leftward, he still caved. And all
of it was based on a fantasy: He condemned the bill after a
group of employees published an open letter claiming the
legislation affects “all members of the LGBTQIA+ community in
the company and beyond,” which is, in and of itself, a
stunning role reversal: Employees are now dictating to their
employers how they ought to act not just internally but
externally as well. And in deeply partisan ways, to boot.

For the rest of this article, visit our content partners at
Faithwire. {eoa}
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