Trust Betrayed: Former Church
Youth Leader Faces Serious
Allegations

Shockwaves reverberated through the community when news broke
of Amanda Buchanan Justice, a 35-year-old woman from Kings
Mountain, North Carolina, facing felony charges of statutory
sex offense with a child 15 or younger.

Justice, who was reportedly a former church youth leader,
stepped down from her role just days before her arrest,
leaving the congregation stunned and disheartened.

The Kings Mountain Police Department’s Criminal Investigation
Division received a report of the alleged sexual assault on a
minor on July 28. Subsequently, detectives from the Special
Victims Unit thoroughly investigated the incident and
interviewed the alleged victim. Following consultations with
the Cleveland County District Attorney’'s Office, felony
warrants were obtained and served on Amanda Buchanan Justice.

In response to the unfolding situation, the No Compromise
Youth Ministry addressed the charges on its Facebook page. The
ministry informed its New Life partners that Amanda Justice
was no longer attending New Life Family Worship Center, and
the alleged misconduct did not occur on church grounds or
during any ministry activities. They called for continued
prayers for the situation and the church during these trying
times.

In light of these grave charges, it is crucial to reflect on
the Bible's teachings regarding the responsibility and higher
standards placed on leaders in the church. As followers of
Christ, we are called to uphold principles of integrity,
accountability and compassion, especially when entrusted with
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positions of leadership within the church.
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The Scriptures speak clearly about the significance of moral
purity and the consequences of failing to adhere to godly
standards. In 1 Timothy 3:2-5, the apostle Paul outlines the
qualifications for overseers, stating, “An overseer then must
be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of
good behavior, given to hospitality, able to teach; not given
to wine, not violent, not greedy for dishonest gain, but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own
house well, having his children in submission with all
reverence.”

It is evident from these verses that leaders in the church
must be individuals of unimpeachable character, exemplifying
righteousness and humility. Their actions should reflect the
love and grace of Christ, serving as an example to others in
the congregation and beyond.

As fellow believers, we are called to support and pray for
those who find themselves entangled in difficult situations.
In James 5:16, we are reminded of the power of prayer:
“Confess your faults to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man accomplishes much.”

The church, as a body of believers, must stand firm in its
commitment to protect the vulnerable and ensure a safe
environment for all members, especially the children and youth
entrusted to their care. It is of the utmost importance that
the church and leadership cooperate fully with the authorities
during their investigation and handling of this matter.

Any form of abuse must be condemned and rooted out, especially
when committed by those in positions of trust and leadership.



Pray that church leadership uphold the sanctity of their
roles, following the example set forth by Jesus Christ, who
Himself warned in Luke 17:2, “It would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the
sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones to
stumble.”

Let us all strive to be vigilant in safeguarding our faith
communities, holding ourselves and our leaders to the highest
standards of accountability, humility and love. May God’s
grace gquide this hurting church community through these
difficult times, as they seek healing, restoration and
forgiveness for all involved.
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