Trump Administration Rescinds
Obama-Era Policy on
‘Dangerous Drug’

The U.S. Justice Department on Thursday will rescind a
marijuana policy begun under Democratic former President
Barack Obama that eased enforcement of federal laws as a
growing number of states and localities legalized the drug, a
source familiar with the matter said.

The Obama-era policy, outlined in 2013 by then-Deputy Attorney
General James Cole, recognized marijuana as a “dangerous
drug,” but said the department expected states and localities
that authorized various uses of the drug to effectively
regulate and police it.

Going forward, federal prosecutors around the country will
have deference to enforce U.S. laws on marijuana as they see
fit in their own districts, added the source, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The upcoming policy change by Republican President Donald
Trump’s administration comes just days after California
formally launched the world’s largest regulated commercial
market for recreational marijuana.

Besides California, other states that permit the regulated
sale of marijuana for recreational use include Colorado,
Washington, Oregon, Alaska and Nevada. Massachusetts and Maine
are on track to follow suit later this year.

The policy being reversed had sought to provide more clarity
on how prosecutors would enforce federal laws that ban
marijuana in states that have legalized it for medicinal or
recreational use. Its rescission could sow confusion and
potentially hamper efforts to cultivate local marijuana
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businesses.

U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions has made no secret about
his disdain for marijuana. He has said the drug is harmful and
should not be legalized. He also described marijuana as a
gateway drug for opioid addicts.

A task force created under a February 2017 executive order by
Trump and comprised of prosecutors and other law enforcement
officials was supposed to study marijuana enforcement, along
with many other policy areas, and issue recommendations.

Its recommendations were due in July 2017, but the Justice
Department has not made public what the task force determined
was appropriate for marijuana.

Marijuana advocates criticized the Trump administration’s
move.

“By rescinding the Cole Memo, Jeff Sessions is acting on his
warped desire to return America to the failed beliefs of the
‘Just Say No’ and Reefer Madness eras,” said Erik Altieri, the
executive director of the pro-marijuana group NORML. “This
action flies in the face of sensible public policy and broad
public opinion.” {eoa}
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