
Transgender  Virginian  Makes
History in House of Delegates
Election
The LGBTQ agenda is beginning to find its way into the highest
levels of state government.

On  Tuesday,  Virginia  voters  elected  Danica  Roem  to  the
Virginia House of Delegates. Roem becomes the first candidate
to campaign and be elected to serve in a state legislative
body, according to CNN.

Althea Garrison, elected in Massachusetts in 1992, was the
first  openly  transgender  person  to  serve  in  a  state
legislative body, but did not campaign as openly transgender,
according to Monica Roberts of the TransGriot blog.

Roem, a Democrat, unseated 26-year legislator Bob Marshall,
who had been 13 times. Roem collected nearly 55 percent of the
vote.

Roem’s election drew raves from Planned Parenthood President
Cecile  Richards,  who  tweeted,  “And  good  riddance  to  Bob
Marshall, one of the most anti-choice and anti-LGBTQ members
of the VA House.”

Roem  wasn’t  the  only  transgender  political  candidate
celebrating a victory Tuesday. According to , Andrea Jenkins
became the first black trans person to win elective office in
the nation. Jenkins won the Minneapolis City Council Ward 8
seat with 73 percent of the vote.

says  Jenkins  is  the  first  trans  person  of  any  ethnic
background to capture a city council seat in a major city, and
the first black trans person since Garrison to win elective
office.
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USA Today reported Wednesday that Lisa Middleton became the
first transgender person elected to a non-judicial office in
California.  She  secured  a  spot  on  the  Palm  Springs  City
Council, with nearly 31 percent of the votes.

The USA Today also reported Tyler Titus is the first openly
trans person ever elected in Pennsylvania, securing a seat on
the Erie School Board. He’s a counselor, youth advocate and
father.

Kim Coco Iwamoto, a transgender person who formerly served as
a  commissioner  on  the  Hawaii  Civil  Rights  Commission,
announced intentions this week to run for Lieutenant Governor
in Hawaii in 2018. {eoa}


